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Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move—

That Order of the Day No. 10 (Factories
and Shops Act Amendment Bill, No. 2) be
considered next.

Question put, and declared passed on the
voices.

Hon. H. Seddon: Mr.
against that motion,

The PRESTDENT : Docs the hon. member
call for a division?

Hon. H., Seddon: I thought a division
might be taken. A fair thing iz a fair
thing.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves . ..
Noes

President, I voted

lw !l &8

Majority against

AYES,
Hon. E, M. Heenan
Tlon. W. H. Kilson
Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. T. Moore

(Tctlar.)

Hon. E. H, Angelo
Hon. J, M. Drew
llon. J. T. Frankiin
Hon. G. Frager
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W, R, Hall

NoES.
Hon, W. J. Mann
Heon. J. Nicholson
Hon. H. Scddon
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. Tuckey
(Teltar.)

Hau. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B, Bolton
Hen. L, Cralg

Hon. J. A. Ditomitt
Hon, E. H, H. Hall
lloe, V, Hamerslay
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Han_ J, M. Mactfarlane

Question thus negatived.

The PRESIDENT: 1 shall eall the items
in the order in which they appear on my
notice paper. The next is Order of the Day
Xo. 5, Financial Emergeney Tax Assess-
ment Aet Amendment Bill, second reading.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: T move—
That the House de now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.57 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
1m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Axles for “8" Class engings.

Mr. 8TYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways:—Pursuant to the answers given
by him to questions asked by me on 22ud
inst.,, re axles for the proposed “S” eclass
locomatives.—1, If the axles are not being
received in a more completed form, what is
responsible for the enormous increase in
price as compared with that paid recently
for “P” class axles? 2, Were the axles
for the “P” class engines when received
from the Eastern States turned to length,
centred and the work of relieving centres
between journals done as is mnow the
case with the “S" class axles? 3, Is it
correct that piston rods, which have pre-
viously been made in Midland Junction, are
now heing imported from Broken Hill or
somewhere else in the Bastern States?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Axles for “P” class engines were
ordeved as heat-treated forgings and priced
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accordingly but the firm found that to com-
ply with the limit of size tnposed and to
Pass inspection it was neecessarv to rough
machine the forgings. Only one quotation
was received for “S” class axtes and pre-
sumably the firm acted upon their previous
unfortunate experience. 2, Yes. 3, Bars of
specially heat-treated material are obtained
from the Fastern States and the piston rods
are manufactured in the Midiand Junetion
shops.

Free Travel for ALF,

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Do members of the Gth Divi-
sion ALF. at present camped at Northam
have to pay railway fares when on leave
prior to depariure from the State? 2, If so,
did this apply to members of the A.LF. in
the war of 1914-1918 in similar circum-
stanees? 3, Will arrangements be made to
enable such soldiers to travel free on the
railway when on such leave?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Vide “Woest Australian” of this
morning that the Commonwealth Depart-
ment has aceepted responsibility of fares
when members of A.LF, are on final leave
prior to depavture from the State. 2, In the
1914-1918 war the Commonwealth Depart-

ment aceepted the responsibility. 3, Answered
hy No. 1.

QUESTION- -SUPERANNUATION.
Railwaymen’s Claims,

Mr. SHEARN asked the Premier: 1, Has
the Government given any consideration to
the report and recommendation of the Select
Committee of 1937 in relation to elaims for
superannuation by wages men employed in
the railway service between 1871 and 1904%
2, If so, is any action contemplated?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.

BILLS (2) THIRD READING.

1, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
2, Reserves (No. 3).
Transmiited to the Couneil.
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MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

On motion by the Premier resolved :—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the same day on whieh they shall have
passed those Committees.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.36]: 1 do
not intend to oppose the measure. At the
same fime I would like to point out to the
Minister, in regard to an observation made
by hira, that the eircumsfances may not be
quite 55 he scemed ineclined to indicate. He
eaid {here was no request for a referendum,
I do not deny that is so, but nevertheless the
intertion to conduct such a refcrendum has
been on the statute book, and it is to be
presumed that there would be no request
for a referendum on the assumptiion that
the law was that one would be held. That,
I tiink, is the objection to the measare now
before the Honse—that the eontinuation of
the praectice that has prevailed over a large
nunber of years will enable Parliament to
say that certain rights, as it were, that
people consider they have acquired to have
eectnin things done, shall be taken away
from them. If that praciice were extended,
thzre would be very grave danger in it. I
atimit the foree of the Minister's observation.
in regard to this particular matter, that the
eountry does not want the expense. I also
admit the probability of his forecast of the
result of such a referendum and I agree that
most likely, in fact almost certainly, this is
hardly the time—nor will the time
arise during the curreney of the next year—
when such a controversial matter should be
argued on public plaiforms throughout the
State. T trust that if the law is to say, as it
will if the Bill becomes an Act, that a refer-
endum is to be taken in 1943, either that
referendum will he taken or Parliament will
definitely come to the conclusion that it
should abandon the project altogether. I
do not intend to oppose lhe sccond reading
but wounld point out to the Minister the ob-
jeetion that will undoubtedly be raised by
some people. If we are going to diseard
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the question of a referendum in the future,
let us set about it promptly and not eontinue
postponing it as appears to have been the
position in the past, a situation that will be
perpetunted by this measure for another five
years.

(tuestion put and passed.

Bill read o sccond time.

In Committee, Ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
dchate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Counecil.

BILL—SUPERANNUATION AND
FAMILY BENEFITS ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commiitee.

My, Marshall in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauges 1 and 2-—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Seetion 6:

The PREMIER ; I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (i) of the Proviso the
wotd ‘‘payment’’ in line 9 of page 3 be
struek out, and the word *‘payments’’ be
ingerted in licu.

The substitufion of the word “payments” for
“payment” is heing made so that it may
correspond with “are” in line 10.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

" Clauses 4 lo 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Amendment of seetion 36:
The PREMIER: T move an amendment—

That paragraphs (a) and (b) be struck out
and the following puragraph iuserted in
licu:—*“(a) by decleting paragraph (a) of
Subsection (5) and .inserting in lien thereof
a paragraph as fellows:--(a} if he has at-
tained the age of forty years, or, being an
employee at the commeneement of this Aect,
was not less than thirty vears of age when
lic became 2 contributor, he may increase the
amount of his contribution to an amount not
exceeding the sum which will provide units
of pension to the number specified in column
two oppositn te that higher salary group;
and

Pavagraphs (a) and (b) in the Bill as
printed have been amglgamated and slightly
varied to make the meaning quite clear, and
to he consistent with Subsections (4) and
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(6) of Section 36 of the Aet. Between the
dates of the eommencement of the Act {1st
March) and the commencement of contribu-
tions (1st July) there was a gap of four
months. The age on which contributions
are based was the “age next birthday” as on
1st July last. So that the conlext can more
readily be followed, paragraph (b) in Clause
8 has been embodied in paragraph (a), and
the whole printed as paragraph (a) of Sec-
tion 36 (5). The alterntions affect only the
first three lines.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 9—Amendment of Section 39:.

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That in line 6 of the proposed Proviso the
words ‘‘or the qualificd contributer’ be
struck out.

The reference to qualified contributors re-
quires to he deleted, as the clanse would not
apply to them. Their rates are limited to
age 65. The Aect in Sections 48 and G2
covers the continunnce of their contributions
np to the age of 65.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanse 10—Amendment of Section 40:
The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That in the proposed provise to paragraph
(a) the words ‘"whose period of serviee under
the State when he becomes a contributor is
less than ten years or’’ be struck out.

The wards proposed to be struck out do not
affeet the meaning of the Proviso, but their
omission will make the intention clearer.

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘subsection’’ in line
4 of proposed Subsection 1 (a) the following
words be inserted:—‘‘and any employee who
ia of an age which will permit him to com-
plete ten years’ service under the State be-
fore attaining the nge for retirement for
which le desires to coutribute and whe at
the commencement of this Aect was an em-
ployee, and was not less than sixty years of
age when he became a contributor?’

The words proposed to be added to new
Subsection 1 {a) of Seclion 40 are intended
to make provision for those now in the
service between the ages of 60 and 65 to
retire on a full pension, instead of having
to wait until they are 65 or having to ac-
cepl: a reduced pension in the interim.
The provise is necessary to eonform to the
other provisions of the clause.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I find it very dilf-
cult, fo grasp the meaning of this amend-
ment. An employee of the service must
be 60 years of age or more to come under
the Act; he cannot be less than 60 years
of age. How can a man of 60 or more
remain in the service to eompleie ten years’
sesvice?! When the Premier was away I
called the attention of the Minister in
charge of the Bill to the case of employees
who were over 60 years of age all of whom
had been more than ten years in the ser-
vice, and therefore were qualified to come
under the scheme. In the other case it is
alleged—and I would like to get informa-
tion from the Premier on the point—that
if they come under the scheme they can
only retive at 63, althongh the man who is
09 years of age, who also has ten years’
service to his eredit, can lake ont a poliey
and retire at 60. The man who retires at
63 should have the benefit of the same privi-
lege as that cnjoyed by the other individual
who retires when he reaches 60. During
my second reading speech, I cited the case
of men ot the Midland Junetion Work-
shops. Some in the engineering shop are
physically past their day, and wonld he
willing to retire if they could securc a
pension.  Their retirement would make
room for admirable juniors who will have
to leave the service early in the new year
because their time has cxpired. An amend-
ment of this character should be made
early enongh to save those young men being
lost to the serviee and to Western Aus-
tralta. Coneerns in the Eastern States are
only too rendy to absorb trained mechanies,
and, in faet, ave doing 30 today. Then
again T am at a loss to understand the
meaning  of the amendment twhich is
couched in ferms that present the gravest
difficulty to anvone secking to give it any
meaning at all. Tt may mean that a man
who iz over 60 vears of age is entitled to
be a contributor, but must remain in fhe
service for fen vears.

The Premier: You eannot read that into
the amendment,

Hon. N. KEEX AN : T think that construe-
tion can be placed upon it.

The Premter: No.

Hon. X. KEENAN: T regard it as re-
greitahle that legislation should not he
worded in plain English. No doubt the in-
tention is admirable, but trouble is smb-
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sequently  experienced when effect is
sought to be given to such provisions.
The PREMIER: I agree with everything
that the hon. member has said, but these
anomalies must neeessarily arise in the
inaugural stages of such a scheme. They
will be ironed out in the eourse of time.

The Bill deals with a principle that
extends  over the lifetime of the
contributor, The provisions regarding

men retiring at 60 and 65 will be found in
the principal Act. Most women and many
men will clect to vetire at 60 years of age,
for they are not guaranteed employment be-
yond that stage of their life. There are (wo
sets of conditions that have been worked out
actwarially, and they provide that a man
may retire at 60 or at 65, If a man elects
to retire at 60, he pays in acecordance with
the schedule attached to the Aect. If he
elects to retire at 65 he pays also in aceord-
anee with the provisions of the schedule.
The respective proportional payments are in
aceordance with actuarial ealculations worked
out to indieate what will happen over a period
of vears, As the Aet was not passed with
retrospective offect, the Government has elee-
ted to aceept the grave rvesponsibility for
providing pensions for the elderly em-
plovees. Extensive coneessions have been
granted to those on the verge of retire-
ment.  The provisions have given rise to
anomalies that would not have become ap-
parent had it been decided that the Act was
to remain in foree for ten years before any
officer could seerre a pension., The person
who cleets to retire at 65 will pay a little
less than those who choose to retire at 60,
hecanse the expectation of life of the former
is less than that of the latter. As the mem-
ber for Nedlands pointed out, the person
who elects to join at the age of 39, will pay
a comparatively small sum, and then be
entitled to reeecive a pension at the end of
12 months, His contributions wil! then be
made good in a very brief period of weeks.
We agree that the man who is physically
or mentally incapable of rendering reason-
ably adequate service to the Crown should
be allowed to retire at 62, 64 or whatever
age may he deemed necessary,

Hon. N. Keenan: But the man who 1s over
60 years has no election.

The PREMTIER : He had not. The parent
Act gave him no election, hut those under
60 vears had the right to elect when they
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would retire. I agree with all the hon, mem-
ber has poinfed out but, as I have empbas-
ised, anomalies were bound to arise in the
circumstances, although ordinarily they
would not be permitted to oceur. In order
that the fund may be placed on a proper
basis, the Committee would be well advised
te pass the amendment,

Amendment put and passed.
The Premier: I move an amendment—

That a Proviso he added to the proposed new
Subsection (la) as follows:—Provided that an
employee shall not in any case be entitled to
cleect to contribute for retirement at an age
carlier than that whieh he will attain after the
dlate when he makes his clectiom.

This amendment is to make provision for
public servants between the ages of 60 and
65 years who desire to retire on a full pen-
sion instead of waiting until they are 65.

Amendment put and passed.

The PREMIER : I move an amendment—

That proposed new Subseetion (5) be struck
out and the following new subseetion, to stand
as Suvhsection (3) be inserted in licu:—({5)
Subject as hereinafter provided, where a con-
tributor who has made an eleetion under this
section to eontribute for full pension upon
retirement at the age of sixty years, or at a
later age less than sixty-five years does not
vetire upon atfaining the age of retirement for
which he has contributed as aforesaid, he shall
not be required to make contributions after he
has attained the age of retirement for which
he has contributed as aforesaid, and he shall
not be cntitled to reccive pension until his
retirement, Provided that, if such contributor
hus elected to make contributions in respect of
uaits of pension at the rates preseribed for the
age of thirty years in aceordance with para-
graph (a) of subsection (6) of section thirty-
six of this Act, then notwithstanding anything
to the comtrary contained in this subsection or
elsewhere in this Act, such contributor shall b2
linble to make and shall make his eontributions
in respect of the said units of pension at the
prescribed rate for a minimum period of five
vears from the date when he commenced to make
contributions in respect of such units of pen-
sion, or until he retires, when he retires before
the completion of sueh period of five years, and
shall not be entitled to receive pension until
after his retirement,

The Subseetion (3) which T propaese to strike
out provides that a vperson who has econ-
tributed for ten years and has remained in
the service later than the age for which he
had elected to contribute for retirement,
would cease io eontribute for other than the
age 30 concession units, but would continue
the payment for the age 30 units until actual
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retirement. Further consideration of that
phase shows that anomalies would oceur un-
less other provisions were made. It is pro-
posed to supersede that subsection by the
subsection I am now moving, under which
those who clect for an age earlier than 65
will pay the contributions for the age 30
concesston units for five years, if they con-
tinue in the service; if they retire hefore the
completion of five years their contributions
would eease. T would draw attention to the
verbose framing of this clause. Parliament
is getting into the habit of using an un-
warranted number of words. I am prepared
to take a risk by shortening the language of
Aets. By doing so, we may ocecasionally
cause some trouble; but unwarranted ver-
busity often leads to more cenfusion and
makes people—to use an Trish phrase—
mithered.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanse 11—New section ;

The PREMIER: T move an amendment—

That in Yine 4 of proposed new section 46(D)
the word ‘‘eight’ be struck out and the word
‘tfive’’ inserted in lieu,
The rate of interest is not likely to reach
eight per cent., and coniributers have taken
exception to a power that might be exercised
at some future time. They ask that the rate
of interest be limited fo five per cent. I
have no hesitation in aeceding to the reguest.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed fo.

Clanse 12—agreed to.

Clause 13—-New section:

The PREMIER : I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘contributor’’ in
lines 3 and 4 of Subsection (b} of proposed
new Scction 55A the following words and
parcntheses be ingerted :—*' (including a quali-
fied contributor)’’.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 14 and 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Amendment of Section 61
The PREMIER: T mov: an amendmeat—

That in line 2 of propesed new Section 61 the
words *for n widow’’ be struck out and that
in line 3 after the word ‘‘years’’ the words
‘4or is a widow’’ be inserted.

The transfer of the reference to “widow”
to a position following, instead of preceding,
the referenee to children under age 16 is
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necessary, lecanse a [emale contributor 1s
eligible for a personal pension only; the
rates of contribution by females do not pro-
vide for children.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 17 to 19, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Loan, £2,137,000.
Without amendment.

2, Land Act Amendment.
With amendments.

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.
Council’s Message.

Message from the Council reeeived and
read notifying that it had coneurred in the
Assembly’s resolution.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE,
Seeond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR, THORN (Toodyay) [5.18]: I have
no objection to the Bill. I have consulted
various members whose electorates will be
affected by the measure and undoubtedly
the proposals are the ontcome of representa-
tions by loeal governing bodies and other
authorities for the closurc of the roads. In
some instances the objeet is to beautify
towns or provide tennis eourts and other
facilitics for the benefit of the towns.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil .

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR.-
ANOE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now eon-
sidered.
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In Commitlee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Mimister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2:—Delete proposed new para-
graph (bl), and substitnte the following :—-

{b?) in relation to insurance under Part
IVA, of the Traflic Act, 1919-1939,

The MINISTER ¥OR LABQUR.: In the
Rill as approved by this Chamber, the defini-
tion of the term “insurance business” in the
Act was to be amended to give the State
office the right to transaet all classes of in-
surable risks, including third-party risks in
connection with the ownership and use of
motor vehicles. The Council’s amendment
aims at restricting the State office to third-
party risk insurance. If the State office 1z
so restricted, it will be placed in an alto-
gether undesirable and unfortunate position,
anid in most instanees will have to accept
the worst classes of third-party visk. Natur-
ally, the majority of motorists would trans-
act the whole of their motor insuranee busi-
ness at the one office, and the State office
wonld be left to transact third-party risks
with those motorists whe insured against
that rick alone, and they would so insure
only because it would be compulsory under
the law. The amendment is utterly unbusi-
nesslike. If any member of another place
was condueting an insurance business, he
would arguc vchemently, yet logically, that
the restriction was thoroughly wnbusinesslike
and undesirable. T move—

That the amendment be not ngreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment not agreed to.

Resclntion  reported
adopted. .

A committee consisting of Mr, Watts, Mr.
Styvants and the Minister for Lahour drew up
reasons for not agreeing to the amendment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

and the report

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of 24 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Waorks in charge of the Bill.
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No. 1, Clause 2 (1) :—Delete the words
‘a day to be fixed by proclamation’ and
substitute the words ‘‘the thirtieth day of
June, one thousand nine hundred and
forty’’.

The MINISTER FOX WORKS: The
Government cannot possibly agree to the
amendment. The date of proclamation will
be fixed after full consideration of the pre-
miom committee’s report, though it is
hoped that the measure will be proclaimed
by the date stated in the Council’s amend-
ment. I assume that the Government repre-
sentative and also the representative of
motor owners will be doing their best to get
terms from the insurance companies, We
have stated that unless satisfactory rates
are arrived at by the committee, the meu-
sure will not be proelaimed. There will be
no hope of suceessful negotiations with the
companies if the amendment is agreed to,
beeanse then the companies could simply
stand out and dictate terms, There is all
the difference in the world between the
BRill without the amendment and the Bill
with it. The amendment would moke the
measure useless, since it destroys the Min-
ister’s option te refrain from proeclaiming.
In fairness to ourselves, the premium com-
mittee and motorists the premium ecommit-
tee wust not be handicapped. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment nol agreed to.

Na. 2, Clause 6, proposed new Section
13A :—Insert after the word ‘‘produced’
in line 20, the words, “and lodged.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
as it stands asks for the production of the
certificate. The Council’s amendment re-
quires production and lodging of the eerti-
ficate. In South Australia considerable
inconvenicnee has been caused by the autho-
ritics’ inahility to insist upon the lodging of
the certifiecate. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3, Clause 9, proposed new Section
55 (1):—Delete the definition of f‘Ap-
" proved insurer.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Couneil’s amendment deals with the
amended definition. The definition will be
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placed in its proper position in the Bill
I move—
That the amendment Le agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4, Clause 9, proposed new Section
53 (1) :—Delete the definition of ‘*Owner!’,

The MINISTER FOR WO_KS: This
amendment is on the same footing as the
previous one, and therefore I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 5, Clause 9, proposed new Seetion
53:—1In the definition of **Uninsured motor
vehicle’ on page 6, delete all words after
the word “which” in line 5 to end of de-
finition, and substitute the words ‘‘there
is not existing and in force a eontraet of
insurance under this Part, but shall not in-
clude a motor vehicle owned hy the Com-
monwealth Government or instrumentality.’”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know that we ean bind the Commonwealth.
The State is exempt. The Counecil’s amend-
ment exempts the Commonwealth. T pre-
sume that the Commonwealth would have
the same vesponsibility as the State if there
was any carelessness on the part of the
driver of the Commonwealth motor vehicle,

Hon. C. G. Latham: All Governments aro
presumed to earry insurance,

The MINTSTER FOR
move—-

That the amendment he ngreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 9, proposed new Section
55 (3) :—Insert after word “Crown” in line
17, page 6, the words and parentheses
“{either Commonwealth or State).”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
a consequential admendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 9, proposed new Section
55 (3) :—Insert before the word “Siate’ in
line 18 the words “Commonwealth or.”

The MINISTER FOLR WORKS: This
also affects the Commonwealth and it wili
exempt Commonwealth vehicles as well as
State vehicles from the requirements of the
Bill. I move—.

That the amendment be agreed to.

WORKS: 1
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Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clanse 9, proposed new Section
55 (3):—Add after the word “States” in
line 18, the word “respectively.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
amendment is consequential. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

This

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

the Council’s

No. 9. Clause 9, proposed new Section
35 :—Add a new subscction to stand as sub-
section (6) as follows:—(6) This part shall
cease to have any effect in regard to any
motor vehicle commandeered, requisitioned,
or used for military or defence purposes
under any Commonwealth Act, regulation or
proclamation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
effeet of this amendment will be to exempt
vehicles requisitioned for military purposes.
Y move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 9, proposed new Section
56:—In subsection (3}, page 7, line 36:—
Delete the word “may” and substitute the
word “shall.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The oh-
ject of another place is that proceedings
shall be commenced within a period of six
months. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 11. Claunse 9, proposed new Section
56:—In subscection (3), page 7:—Delete all
words after the word “or” in line 38, and
substitute the following:—

(b) within a period of three months
from the date on which it came to the
knowledge of the prosceutor that the
alleged offence had been committed

whichever is the longer, provided that ne

such proceedings shall be commenced after
the expiration of one year from the date of
the commission of the alleged offence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment has been inserted on the advice of
the Crown Solicitor. I move—

That the amendment be apreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
[83]
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No. 12, Clause 9, proposed new Section
57 (2):—*Adqd after the word ‘person’ in
line 23, on page 9, the following words and
‘engaged on his master’s business’”.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Bill sets ount that a policy of insurance did
not indemnify & servant of the insured per-
son. The amendment provides for the addi-
tion of the words “engaged on his master’s
business.” This comes under fhe heading of
exemptions, and it js assumed that if a per-
gon 1s engaged on his master’s business he
must come under the Workers' Compensa-~
tion Aet. I have no objection to the amend-
ment. I move—

That the amendment he agreed to,

Question put and passed; the
amendment agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 9, proposed new Section 57
{3) :—Delete the words “a substantial part
of whoese usual business is such carriage” in
lines 26 and 27, on page 9.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With-
out the words that another place deleted, the
proposed new section will read—"Every pol-
icy which relates to a vehicle used for the
carriage ol passengers for hire by a person
must indemnify the insured person . . . ”
This particular subclause was copied from
the South Australian Aect as amended in
1938. The 1936 Act of that State econ-
tained the words “wholly or mainly”, and as
a good deal of trouble was occasioned it was
decided fo alter the words as they appeared
in the Bill when it left this House. The
South Australian Minister in explaining the
amendment last year stated that there bhad
heen trouble about the compulsory in-
surance of passenger-carrying motor veh-
icles, partieularly in the couniry where pri-
mary producers’ vehicles were often used for
the conveyance of football teams or picnie
partics in return for a small consideration.
There had been a great deal of opposition to
the payment of a relatively high insurance
premium to obtain insurance covering the
carrying of passengers at rare intervals.
The Minister added that the effect of the
amendment would be that the owner of a
vchiele ordinarily used for the transport of
primary produce, and only casually used for
carrying football teams and picnic parties,
could only he compelled to insure against his
liability for injury to third persons other
than passengers. The amendment was placed
in the Bill to exempt those who only casnally

Couneil’s
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used motor vehicles for conveying parties.
If the vehicle owners were compelled to
take out a prohibitively high insurance pol-
iey when they might only use the vehicle &
few times a year. the result would be that
it would never be used for that purpose.
People should not be compelled to take out
a policy as if they were nsually engaged in
carrying passengers. I cannot agree to the
amendment made by another place. I move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 9, proposed new Section
57 :—-Delete Subsection {4) on page 9.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment is copied from the South Aus-
tralian Act and a similar provision appears
in the Victorian measure and in the English
Act. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 9, proposed new Seetion 58
(6) :—*Insert after the word ‘person’ in line
17, page 12, the words ‘whilst engaged on
his master’s husiness’ ”.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
is consequential. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 16. Clause 9, proposed new Section
58 (6) (a):—Insert after the word “‘writ-
ing” in line 34, page 16, the words “sent
or delivered to the officer in charge at the
police station nearest to the place where the
accident oceurred.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment was made at the Government’s
request. Notice of an accident will have to
be “sent or delivered” to the officer in charge
at the police station nearest to where the
aceident took place. As if left the House the
Bil! provided that on the happening of an
aceident affecting an uninsured vehicle, the
driver or the owner had to notify the Minis-
ter in writing of the oceurrence. The amend-
ment moved in another place is an improve-
ment, and I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s

amendment agreed to.
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No. 17. Clauvse 9, proposed new section
60—Insert after the word “shall” in line 6,
page 17, the words “be an approved insurer
and.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
ameidment agreed to.

N> 18. Clauvse 9, proposed new section
67—Insert after the word “owner” in line 14,
pag: 24, the words “approved insurer,
non.inal defendant.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
in -ronformity with the last amendment we
agrwd to. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

(uestion put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 1% Clause 9, proposed new section

67—Ad4 ot the end of proposed new section,

the following:—

In so far as this section is inconsistent with
or repugnant to or may he deemed
to be inconsistent with or repug-
nant te any provision contained in
any other Aet in foree at the com-
mencement of this Act, this section
shall prevail, and such provision
contained in such other Act afore-
said shall be snbject to this section
and shall be read and eonstrued and
have cffeet acecordingle.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment appears to make the Aet para-
moutt. It is inserted on the advice of the
Solicitor-General. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pui and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 20. Clause 9, proposed new section
69 {1)—Insert after the word “any” in line
29, page 24, the words “police officer or con-
stable or.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

(Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 21. Clause %, proposed new section
70 (1)~Insert after the word “Part” in line
41, page 24, the words “hefore its expiry.”

'The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I move—

‘That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pnt and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
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No. 22, Clause 9, proposed new section
77 {2)—Delete the words “The Auditor-
General ag Chairman®™ in line 34, page 28,
and suhstitute the words “A Judge of the
Supreme Court or a stipendiary magistrate
who shall he ¢hairman.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We gave
a good deal of thought to the constitution
of the premiums committee. Not ounly is a
qualified anditor required on the committee,
but one who is also of some standing, The
Aunditor-General assisted the Committee that
inquired into the question of insurance pre-
miums when the Bill was in preparation.
The measure has been considered for the
past two venrs and discussed with the Under-
writers’ Association, representatives of the
Automobile Club and the Government
Actuary. 1 agree that in some instances a
judre of the Supreme Court or a resident
magistrate would he an appropriate chair-
man, but when it is a matter of a specialist
being appointed, T eonsider that the Auvditor-
General should ocenpy the chairmanship of
the commitiee. Considering the work that
has to be done in the examination of the
accounts of insurance companies and the
arguing of most intrieate financial questions,
the Auditor-Gencral is the man we would
most desire for the position.

Mr. Doney: Is there any provision for
someone to aet in lis place in the event
of his heing absent?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every
member of the committee would have to be
present, It is not as {though we are forming
a committee to deal with a given subjeet.
The committee will he representative. Two
members will represent the Government,
two the motor owners and two the under-
writers and insurance companies. The
matter is one of negotiation and the exami-
niation of accounts. Thereforn there can
be no nuestion of a quorom. All the members
would have to be present and ail would be
equally responsible. No provision has been
made for any to be absent. There must
be mutual agreement and a unanimous re-
commendation. For instance, a recom-
mendation not agreed to by the insurance
companies cannof be made. The companies
eould not possibly be held to anything to
which they had not agreed. The work of
the other four members of the Commit-
tee therefore is to endeavour to persuade
the insurance companies to agree to rea-
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sonable premium rates. The Auditor Gene-
ral would he a greater strength to us in
this vespeet than cither a judge of the
Supreme Court or a resident magistrate.
I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed fo.

No. 23, Clause 10—Delete the words
**Consequentially upon the operation of
section nine of thiz Act’’ in lines 25 and
26, on page 30.

The MINISTER FOKR WORKS: By this
amendment we arc for once striking out
some redundant words, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 24, New Clanse—Insert a new clause
after Clause 3, to stand as Clause 4, as fol-
lows:—

4, Section four of the principal Aet is
maended as Follows:—

(a) by inserting thercin before the de-
finition of “Distriet” a new defini-
tion as follows:—

“Approved insurer” means any
person or association of persons
carrying on the business of insunr-
ancoe who or which has been ap-
proved by the Minister as an ap-
proved insurer for the purposes of
Part IVA. of this Aet, and all per-
sons and associations of persons
and eompanies approved under see-
tion ten of the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act, 1912-1038;

(b) by deleting therefrom the definition
of “Owner'” and inserting in lien
thereof a definition as follows:—

“QOwner” when used in relation
to a vehiele which is the subjeet of
2 hire-purchase agreement means
the person in possession that
vehicle under that agreement, and,
when used in relation to a vehicle
which is the subject of a hiring
agreement (other than a hire-pur-
chase agreement) under which the
vehicle is hired for a period of not
less than six months, means the
person in possession of that
vehicle under that hiring agree-
ment. Save as aforesaid the term
“swner” means any person who
owns & vehicle.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
in substitution of the elause we have agreed
to delete, but I cannot agree to the amend-
menf, ‘‘Approved insurers’’ wunder the
Trafic Agt will be restricted to those
‘eompanies that signify their willingness to
underwrite the business at preminms not
in excess of those approved by the Minister
upon the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee. Approval under the Workers’
Compensation Act is not therefore neces-
sarily a qualifieation under the Traffic Aet.
In South Australia an agreement is entered
into and only those who sign the agree-
ment can take third-party insuranee. The
form of agreement is as follows:—

Application to become an Approved Tnsurer
pursuant to the Provisions of Part ITA of

the Road Traffic Act, 1934-38.

To the Hon. the Treasurer, Adelaide.

(Name of company, association or
person applying for Treasurer’s
approval)

herchy applies to the Hon. the Treasuver of
South Australia to be rccognised as an ap-
proved insurer under the provisions of Part
ITA of the Road Traflic Act, 1934-38,

In support of this application the following
information is supplied:—

Full name of applieant company, associn-

tiom Or PErson............iieiiiaenans

Address of head office in Australia........

Address of principal place of business in

South Australia.................. ...

Does the applicant undertake that without

the consent of the Treasurer he/it will

not refuse to insure on application duly
made and payment of the proper fee any
motor vehicle for which insurance is re-
quired under Part ITA. of the Road Traflic

Ack, 1934-387. .. ... .. ..,

Does the applicant undertake to charge

premiums at the rates recommended as fair

and reasonabie by the Government Com-
mittee appointed on the Jst February,

19878, ...

A copy of the last finaneial statement and/
or balance sheet of my company/association
ie mttached.

The provisions of the Insurance Act, 1932,
of the Commonwealth have been complied
with by the applicant.

S , the Attorney in
South Australia of the applicant, do solcmnl)
and sincerely declare that all the information
contained in this application is true and cor-
rect in every partienlar. And I make this
solemn declaration econseientionsly believing
tho same to be true and by virtuc of the pro-
visions of the Oaths Aet, 1936,

Declared before me at..................

[ASSEMBLY.]

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendinent wade by another place is not
appropriafe to the Bill. A special agree-
ment has to be entered into by the insurer
under the third-party insurance measure. I,
therefore, propose as an additional protec-
tion to the motor owner again to include in
the Bill the State Insurance Office. The
premiums comnuttee will have the utmost
difficulty in arviving at an agreement with
the underwriters and in obtaining the neces-
sary information from the companies, but hy
the inclusion of the State Insurance Office
it should be possible in, say, 12 months, to
assess the cost of this elass of insurance and
arrive at what is a fair rate to charge under
the third-party agreement. Accordingly, I
move—

That the amendment be amended by deleting
all the words after ‘‘insurer,’’ in line 5 of the
definition in paragraph (a), and inserting in
lieu the words ‘‘under this Part,, and includes
the State Government Insuranee Office as estab-
lished by the State Government Ingurance
Office, Act 1938."*

Mr. DONEY: I am doubtful about the
propriety of the amendment moved by the
Minister. The words he proposes to include
have already been struck out, and I should
like a ruling whether it is possible now to re-
insert them.

The MINISTER FOR WQORIKS: The al-
teration comes from another place, which
has made it appear as an amendment to
Section + of the Act. Another place dis-
agreed with the definition of “approved in-
surer,” and whilst framing its own definition
also used some of the words that were
previously struek out. If this Commitiee
is wrong, another place is also wrong.

Mr. DONEY : Despite the explanation of
the Minister, I still would like to have a
ruling from the Chair on this question.

The CHAIRMAN : My ruling is in aceord-
ance with the explanation of the Minister.
A pew clanse has been inserted by another
place, which took the stand that that was
the right place in which to insert it.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Labour, Mr. Doney, and the Minister for
Works drew up reasons for not agreeing to
cerlain of the Counecil’s amendments.

repert
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L)
Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

BILL—POLICE BENETIT FUND
ABOLITION.

Returned from the Couneil with an

amendment.,

BILL—WAR FUNDS REGULATION.
Council’s Message.

Mesrage Irom the Council received and
read potifving that it agreed to the amend-
ments made hy the Assembly.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.

Returned from the Couneil without

amendment.

BILL--NOXIOUS WEEDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Council's Amendment.
Amendment made by the Couneil now con.
stdered.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

New clause:—Insert a new clause after
clanse nine to stand as claunse ten, as fol-
lows:—10. Section twenty-nine of the prin-
cipal Act is amended by deleting the words
“within one mile of eunltivated land.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
propose to agree to the amendment. Section
9 of the principal Act, which the Couneil
desires to amend, reads as follows:—

On a report heing made to the Minister by any
local autherity that any noxious weed is grow-
ing upon any Government railway reserve, stock
route or camping ground, or unotcupied Crown
lands {within one mile of cultivated land) all
such reserves, routes, grounds or lands shall
from time to time be cleared by the Minister
tor Lands and the Commiesioner of Railways
respectivelv.

All Governments regard noxions weeds, par-
ticularly those that are introduced into the
State, as requiring eradication bhefore they
heeome pests or even prevalent in any agn-
eultnral distriet, At the present moment, a
rigid eampaign is in progress in the South-
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West, far from ecultivated land, for the
purpose of dealing with 8t. John's wort and
Berkheya thistle, and on the goldfields
efforts are being made to eradicate Bathurst
burr and star thistle again far from eulti-
vated land. The Government recognises its
responsibility to the State to deal with such
pests, and to eradicate them before they
become a menace to the agricultural com-
munity. The Council’'s amendment seeks to
impose an impossible task on the Govern-
ment,  The responsibility rests upon the
Administrntion at present to deal with weeds
that may be declared noxious if they are
found growing on any railway land or stoek
route, provided the oceurrences are within
one nile of cultivated land, If the amend-
ment were agreed to, it would mean that,
irrespective of the situation of the affected
area, even if it be a hundred miles from
any cultivated land, should a road board
notify the Government of the existence of
the weed, steps would have to be taken to
clean up the area. The Council’'s proposal
would be ahsolutely impracticable.

Mr. Sampson: It would mean the weeds
would have to he dealt with irrespeetive of
whether thre adjoining area was eunltivated or
otherwise.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: Yes,
weeds could be discovered along a stock
ronte miles away where there was no possi-
bilitv of any raral industry being threat-
ened in the agricultural areas. Then again,
weeds that are regarded as noxious in some
parts are considered valuable forlder plants
alsewhere.

Mr. Warner: Yes, as good stoek feed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
0.

My, Thorn: The amendment is impraetic-
able.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That is
s0, I move— .

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister for
Agvieulture, Mr. Thorn and Mr. Withers
drew up reasons for not agreeing to the
Council’s amendiment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly vetnrned to the Couneil.

the report
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BILL—WOREKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Council’'s Amendment.

Amendment made by fhe Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chaiv; the Minister
tor Labour in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2Z:—Delete the proposed new see-
tions 104 and 10B, and substitute the fol-
lowing:—

L0A. (1) Every incorporated insurance
office which has received the approval of
the Minister under the provisions of see-
tion ten shall within thirty days from the
commencement of this section transmit to
the Minister a statement showing the
names, addresses, and occupations of each
employer who had in forece at the date of
the eommencement of this seetion a poliey
or contraect of insurance with that insur-
ange office agamst liability under this Aet.

(2) Fvery such insurance office shall
within fonrteen days from the end of the
first clear calendar month after the com-
mencement of this section, and thereafter
within fourteen days from the end of each
suceeeding calendar month, transmit to the
Minister—

{a) a statement showing the names, ad-
dresses, and oceupations of each
employer who has doring the
month in question effected a poliey
or contract of insurance with the
insurance office concerned against
liability under this Aet; and

{b} a statement showing the names, ad-
dresses, and oceupations of each
employer in respect of whom the
insurance office concerned has dur-
ing the month in question marked
in its hooks as lapsed a poliey of
insurance under this Aet.

(3} Every such statement shall be
signed by a responsible officer of the in-
surance office concerned.

(4) No person, exeept with the express
aunthority of the Minister, should have
aecess to, inspeet, or peruse any such state-
ment aforesaid, and the information econ-
tained therein shall be treated as strietly
confidential and shall not, cxcept for the
parposes of this Act, he disclosed to any
person.  Any person who discloses any in-
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formation contrary to the provisions of
this =ection shall be guitty of an offence
against this Aet,

Ienalty: One bhundred pounds,

(5y If any statement vequired by this
seetion is false in any particular to the
knowledge of any person who signs the
sume, snch person shall be guilty of a mis-
dlemeanonr, and being convieted thereof,
shall he hLable, at the diseretion of the
courl, to bhe imprisoned for any term not
exceeding one year, or to a penalty net
exeeeding one hundred pounds,

1. (1) Any person authorised in writ-
ing by the Minister in that bebalf may
make sueh inguiry from any employer
whose name does uot appear in any state-
ment required under seetion ten A (1}
or ten A (2} (a) or wlhose name does ap-
pear on any statement required under see-
tion ten A (2) (b) (uniess in the latter
case the employer’s name appears in any
statement required under section ten A (2)
(n)}), as may be necessary, to asceriain
whether any sueh employer lhas obtained a
poliey of insurance as required by the pro-
visions of seetion ten,

(2) Every person authorised by the Min-
ister under the provisions of this section
shall produce his written anthority from the
Minister, when interrogating any such em-
ployer in the execution of his duties under
this Aet.

(3) Every person aforesaid shall, hefore
entering on the performance of his duties
under this Aect, take and subseribe before a
justice of the peace an oath or affirmation
to the effect that he will not, exeept for
the purposes of this Act and the exercise
of his duties hereunder, diselose to any
person any information acquired by him in
his official capacity, and every person who
wilfully acts in contravention shall be
guilty of an offence against this Act.

Penalty: One hundred pounds.

(4) Any person who obstruets, hinders,
prevents, or interferes with any person so
authorised in the exercise of the powers
conferred npon him hy this section, or who
refuses or fails to produce for the inspee-
tion of any person se aunthorised as afore-
said any poliey or contract of insurance
when requested by sueh person, and obliged
under this section so to do, shall be guiltv
nf an offence wnder this Aet.

Penalty: One hundred pounds.
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The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Counrncil’s amendment seeks to delete Clause
2, which is the Bill. The measure, as ap-
proved by the House, provided for the ap-
pointment of inspectors who would be
armed with all the necessary powers of in-
vestigation so that they might satisfy them-
selves that employers fulfilled their respons-
bilities under Section 10 of the Workers’
Compensation Act. The Bill as passed by
this House also provided that approved in-
surance offices should supply at the end of
their financial year a statement setting out
the names and addresses of all employers in-
suring with them, together with details of
the classes of business carried on by such
employers. The Couneil's amendment pro-
vides for the appointment of inspectors, but
somewhat limiis their activities, as their in-
vestigations will he confined to employers.
The inspeetors will not have power to in-
vestigate the books, papers, decnments and
records of Lhe insurance ~ompanies. The
Council’s further amendment provides for a
different system of returns by inswrance
companies from that which was proposed by
the Bill as passed by this Chamber, The
system snggested hy the Council is in my
opinion preferable. TUnder that system the
companies must furnish a return within 30
davs from the passing of the Act and mnst
thereafter furnish returns at frequent inter-
vals. In effect, the Council’s emendment, i
aceepted, will make approved insurance com-
panies responsible for keeping an almost
eontinnons record of their workers’ compen-
sation insnrance and of snch insuranee busi-
ness cancelled from time to time by en-
ployers. Briefly, on balance, T think the
Council’s snggested amendments should he
aceepted. They were accepted by the Min-
ister in the Legislative Council acting on be-
half of the Government, and we shonld snp-
port his attitude. T move—

Thai the Conneil’s amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution renorted. the report adopted.
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Conneil.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Clouncil’'s Amendments.

Schedule of three amendmenfs made by
the Conneil now considered.
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In Commitiee,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 12—In proposed new See-
tion 101A—Insert after the word “drought”
in line 34, page 6, the words “cyclone or
flood.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The rea-
son for requesting this amendment is that
at times cvelones and floods in the North-
Wost eause severe losses. If the amendment
were made, a pastoralist could submit a claim
for lesses caused by cyelene or floed to the
Appraisement Board, in addition to a elaim
for losses cnused by drought. The board
would consider the claim, but it is not in-
cumbent upon the hoard to waive rentals
heeause of losses due to evelone or flood.
The desire iz, however, that in the case of
an emergeney congideration may be given by
the board to losses incurred through cyclone
or flood. T have no objection to the amend-
ment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 12—1In proposed new Sec-
tion 201A—TInsert after the word “drought”
in line 3, page 7, the words “eyclone or
flood.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This may
be regarded almost as a consequential amend-
ment. If passed, it will have the same effect
as the previous amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 17—Insert a new para-
graph after paragraph (e} to stand as para-
graph (f), as follows:—

(£) by adding at the end of the section =
new subsection as follows:—

(11) (a} Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary contained in this section, any per-
son, who at the commencement of this sub-
section has, consistently with the provisions
of this Aect as in foree prior to the com-
mencement of this suhsection, already ae-
quired, or hecome heneficially interested in
{cither one or the other or both) an aggre-
gate arca of pastoral land in exeess of one
mitlion acres, may continue to hold or be
beneficially interested in such area of pas-
toral land, but shall not be entitled to acquire
or become beneficially interested in any other
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pastoral land until his holdings of and bene-
ficial interest in pastoral land as at the com-
mencement of this subsection have been so
reduced as to entitle him in accordance with
subsection (2a) of this section to acquire or
becorae beneficially interested in other pas-
toral land.

(b) Where any person referred to in
paragraph (a) hereof, acquires or becomes
beneficially inferested in pastoral land con-
trary to the provisions of the said paragraph
(a), such person shall forfeit and pay to
the Crown a sum of five pounds for every
day or part of a day during which he con-
tinzes so to contravene the provisions of
paragraph (a) hercof.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Section
101A provides that no person shall in his
own right or by beneficial interest hold more
than 1,000,000 acres of pastoral land. T
mentioned when moving the second reading
of the Bill that a case on the point had been
decided by a Judge in Chambers. To clanify
the position, and so as not to nullify a ¢on-
tract already entered into in pursunance of
the judge’s decision, this new paragraph is
consideredd to be necessary, although the
Solicitor-General is confident that the Bill as
drafted is sufficient. T have no objection to
the amendment., I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1939-40.
In Committee of Supply.

Resnmed from the
Marshall in the Chair.

previous day; Mr.

Vaote -Eduecation, £768,950,

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A, M. Coverley—Kimber-
ley) {8.7]: This is one of the largest de-
partmental votes. The Education Depart-
ment is practically an expenditure depart-
ment, not a revenue-producing department.
Most members will agree that the depart-
ment, with the limited amonnt at its disposal,
is doing a particularly good job from ome
end of the State to the other. The Vote
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for this year shows an inerease of £11,899,
of which amount £11,149 represents salary
incrcases due to classification and promo-
tional increments to teachers.

Mr. Doney: Is the inerease of £11,149 the
total of the increases desired by the
teachers?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: No. I should imagine they could
do with an increase of £111,000. The estim-
ated commitment on items other than salar-
ies iz thus £750 above last year's ezpendi-
ture. The expenditure on new buildings lust
year was £60,761, compared with £67,199
in the previous year. Of the total, £28,783
was provided from general loan funds for
new buildings and additions to buildings,
£18,759 from Loan Buspense Account and
£21,619 from revenue for removations and
other services. The number of schools now
open is 831, of which 42 are assisted schools
providing facilities for children where the
attendance is as low as five. There are now
1,710 children being taught cntirely by cor-
respondence, a staff of 51 teachers heing en-
gaged in this work. In addition to direet
contaet being maintained between teacher
and pupil, children in all small sehools
throughout the State may receive advanced
tuition through the medinm of these classes.
There has heen a inarked inerease in the
number of classes conducted at the Technical
College and facilities for technical instrue-
tion have been established in some of the
larger country cenires. This work is being
further eoxtended particularly as assistance
is being freely rendered by certain loeal or-
ganisations in their establishments. Members
are no doubt aware of the work now in pro-
gress at the Perth Technical College to pro-
vide up-to-date accommodation for trade
clagses and to furnish move satisfactory
housing for other classes at present con-
gested and badly placed. A commencement
will be made at onee with the erection of a
new domestic science block to provide fur-
ther facilities in domestic seience and man-
ual! training.

An amount approximating £10,000 is be-
ing cxpended annually in maintaining bus
services under contract in country distriets.
The department is enxious to liberalise this
policy, which is designed to provide greater
eduecational seope and to wider social inter-
eourse between country children. In addi-
tion, over £5,000 is expended in the payment
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of grants for the couveyance of individual
scholars to country schools. The Govern-
meni acknowledges and appreeciates the very
helpful work carried out by the parents
and citizens' associations, particularly in
country cenires. Teaching aids, such as
radio receiving sets and film projection
machines, facilities for outdoor recreation,
and the care and beautification of school
surroundings, are among the aims of many
of these associations, whose members work at
some considerable personal saerifice to make
the children’s lot a happier one. Commence-
ment has been made with a scheme of visual
education, the value of which has long been
recognised. Two projector machines have
been purchased to be used mainly for dem-
onstration purposes. while a film library of
well-chosen silent films and film strips is
being established. The departinent feels that
the establishment of this library will sup-
plement the work of teachers and make
available to those schools which have a
means of projection an instructional aid
that individual schools could not afford.
Useful work has been done in co-operation
with the Health Department. Last year two
medical officers and (wo nurses examined
3,300 children in the metropolitan area and
8,337 in country districts, while three dental
officers visited 57 schools during the same
period and examined 4,270 children—an in-
erease of B72 over the number in the pre-
viots vear. When speaking on the general
Estimates, cither the member for Williams-
Narrogin or the member for Avon men-
tioned that the opportunities for ecountry
children were not equal to those enjoyed by
children in the metropolifan area. That is
true, but this applies in all walks of life;
the country child does not receive the op-
portunities available to the child in the met-
ropolitan area. With regard to applicants
for junior positions in the civil service, pro-
vided they bave the requisite qualifications
for junior positions, they receive the same
consideration when appointments are being
made as do applicants from metropolitan
sehools. For such positions in ecountry dis-
tricts the eeuntry applieant has a preference,
particularly if the vacancy occurs in the
home town of the applicant. There are, of
course, very few positions in country dis-
tricts as compared with the number in the
metropolitan area, and again an appointee
from the country is not eligible for an al-
lowanece to help to defray the extra expense
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involved in living away from home. Thus
the country applicants have an advaniage
for positions in the country. As regards the
Education Department, country applicants
have opportunities equivalent to those
enjoyed by metropolitan children to become
monitors, provided they have had the
requisite education. For the financial year
1938-39, contracts for the erection of new
schaols and classrooms were completed at the
following eosts:—

Metropolitan schools, £5,394.

Country and Goldfields sehools, £10,768.
The last named figure is exclusive of the eost
of erccting the Geraldton High School. I do
1ot think fhere is any further information I
an give members, but if they desire any de-
ails that T am in a position to supply, 1
shall he only too pleased to make them
availuble.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
[8.17]: I ecompliment the Minister upon his
coneise and very interesiing resume of the
work of the Education Department during
the past year. The Minister’s task was not
an easy one because he is deputising for a
Minister in another place. I wish to make a
few remarks vn matters arising out of this
fact, and later I shall refer to one or two
items npon which the Minister has touched.
Last year I was a member of a select com-
mittee appeinted by Lhis House to inquire
into certain phases of our education system.
Members will agree that the most important
thing ubout a seleet committee is the fate
of the report and rvecommendations sub-
mitted. What happened to the report and
recommendeations of the select committee I
have mentioned? It seems to me they have
heen completely forgotten. 1 do not assert
that this is so, though I think it is. If net,
the Minister in charge of the vote will have
an opportunity later of advising me to the
contrary.

My investigutions during the inguiry and
since have convineed me that in the field
of education there lies a snbject that calls
for the close study and understanding of
every member who bas the interests of the
children, and therefore of the State itself, at
heart. During the last 12 months T have
discussed our edueation system with the
head teachers of schools, large and small,
with exeentive officials of the Edneation De-
partment, with officials of the Teachers’
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Union, with ex-students of the Training Col-
lege, with young teachers fresh from their
Diploma of Education course, and with the
parents of children in various parts of the
State. From those contacts I hope I have
learnt something. Regarding the teachers,
I found almost a complete unanimity of
opinion on some half dozen poiats.

The Minister tonched on certain dispari-
ties between the facilitics for edueation in
the country and those in the eity. Of the
teachers te whom I referred this matter every
one without exception eonsidered that edu-
cational facilities in the country -were
meagre indeed in comparison with those ac-

corded to children in the eity. This
should not he so. The purpose of
the select committee was fo iron out

those dispavities.  Unfortunately, as I
have indicated, that has not been done.
Teachers, too, eonsider that technical educa-
tion—the Minister referred to this and to
the advancement that has bedn made—
should be given vastly inereased atiention,
especially in the rural areas. I think so,
too. Technical education is practically non-
existent in the rural areas. For that matter,
it is insufficient in the metropolitan area,
but I am very glad to admit that what there
is of it in the metropolitan area is very
good indeed. T found also that teachers gen-
erally feel a sense of security following the
introduction last year of the superannunation
scheme. If that sense of security is reflected
in a greater feeling of responsibility on the
part of the teachers for the general welfare
of the children, the Government’s countribu-
tion towards the superannuation scheme
might quite easily prove to be an execllent
national investment, One very pleasing
thing ¥ noticed was that not a single word
was uttered by the officials with whom I dis-
cussed the matter against the Direclor of
Eduncation or the Chief Inspector. 1 feel
that way, ioo. Eduocation in Western Aus-
tralia, T believe, is quite safe in the hends
of those two officials, provided always thai
the Treasury can manage to finance the very
sound progressive ideas that those officials
would pui inte operation if they were able
so to do.

Teachers were unapimous in their con-
depination of the seating accommddation
in particular, and also of the pancity of fur-
nishings and equipment generally, especially
in the smaller rural centres. They used the
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word “appalling” in order to describe the
conditions in those schools. From my own
observations, 1 can say that that word is
about the right one aeccurately to deseribe
those conditions. I say—and teachers are
generally in snceord with this opinion—that
more high sehools are needed in the eountry
distriets. There can be no donbt on that
point. Onc such school or an agricultural
rollege—I do not mind which—should be
constrncted in my own town of Narrogin. I
should like to explain thal seven or eight
years ago Narrogin was promised that the
nest high school to he built would be con-
structed in that eentre.

Hon. P, Collier: Katanning would be a
better, larger, and more Important centre.

Mr. DONEY : Perhaps my facetious friend
might feel like urging the claims of his own
town. Some time after Narrogin was given
that promise, Fremantle seems to have been
given a somewhat similar promise, but I de
not know that either promise has amounted
to much because Geraldton had a far
stronger argument than had either Fre-
mantle or Narrogin, as its member hap-
pened to be the Premier of the State. How-
ever, I do not at present propose to advance
any argument in regard to that.

I should like to say that Narrogin's
elaim will be diffieult to overlook, Narrogin
is the eentre of a huge district that bas not
a high school. Narrogin, teo, would be
roughly equi-distant from the existing high
schools at Perth, Northam, Albany and
Bunbury. Also, there is this fact in Nar-
rogin's favour that six railways converge on
that town, and as there are good roads in
every direetion, the question of transport is
not likely to cause any trouble. T shall
say no more ahout that for the moment, ex-
cept that I leave the snggestion with the
Minister in the hope that he will pass it on
to the right quarter. T consider that there
should be another high school erected in the
extreme Sonth-West of the State, and T
think it might very well be sitnated at
Manjimup—a most suitable centre. The
Narrogin school should have a strong hias
towards the dairying, wheat and woo! in-
dustries, whilst in Manjimup it should be
towards dairying, forestry, fruitgrowing,
beet growing and tobaceo growing. I leave
that suggestion with the Minister hoping
that he will do the best he can.
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I have mentioned equipment. I have re-
ceived a surprisingly large number of com-
plaints from ecountry distriets regarding
school desks. T hope members will not re-
gard this as a matter of minor importance.
It is, as mernbers must realise, of great con-
sequence to our children and therefore of
importance to us. Particularly is this so at
a time like the present, having vegard to the
stressful times the nations are passing
through. Surely every good man should do
whatever lies within his power to minister to
the physical well-being of the present and
rising generation. There are two types of
desks in use in the schools today—the dual
desks and the long desks. The dual desks
are most hygienic modern desks that should
be in all schools and are, I think, in all
Perth schools. The long desks are those that
give the kiddies round shoulders and eramp.
Those arc to be found, as members would
expect, in country schools. I am not assert-
ing that there are no dual desks in country
schools, hut there are not very many. There
is a real anxicty an the part of the Director
of Eduzation and those associated with him
in the vconirel of edueation fo have
dual desks installed in all the schools.
I have been assured by him that there is a
gradual replacement. That replacement—and
this is not the fault of the director—is pain-
fully slow; iudeed is barely appreciable.
Morcover, such long desks as are displaced
from these schools are not entirely disearded.
The more usable of them are passed on to
other country schools. At that rate the work
of replacement will prove a very long job.
Why all the rough stuff should go to the
country schools has always puzzled me. The
explanation would be interesting.

While on the question of equipment let
me eongratulate the Government and the
Education Department npon the new ven-
ture in visual training. I refer to the re-
cont cxpenditure of £200—I am not too sure
of the amount, but the Minister will be able
to correct me if I am wrong—for the puor-
chase of projectors and films. My investiga-
tions have shown me that cinematography is
plaving an ever-increasing part not only in
the education of the yvoung people of West-
ern Australia, but, as I understand it, the
education of every section of this community.

I think it right to say that almost every
country in the world has developed this
phase of education fo a high degree. In the
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schools commerce, agrieulture, community
life, and for that matter spiritual welibeing,
culture and educstion generally receive
great benefits from this wing of education,
I am therefore hopefully anticipating the
time when this educational activity, estab-
lished at an expenditure of a few hundred
pounds, will have so grown that the bless-
ings and the cultural influence of cinemato-
graphy will permeate through our schools to
the remoter parts of Australia. T earnestly
request the Government not to restrict
equipment for visual training to the towns
or to the metropolitan avea, buf to make it
available particularly in outback schools, for
the reason that sueh education would be
more keenly needed in the small schools
than in the larger with their wider facilities.
All the edueational authorities whom I have
had oveasion to consult are streng in their
advocacy of visval training throngh the pro-
jeetor. It is recognised that the radio has
quite a nember of advantages. hut eduea-
tionists seem to be unanimous in claiming
that radios are not comparable to the bene-
ficial impressions coming to the children
throcgh the einematograph.

I would like to place before hon. members
the position regarding inspeetion of schools.
A reform or, better, a reorganisation of the
system is long overdue. Qur education sys-
tem seems to me to suffer from what X
might term a concentrated form of eentral-
isation. This explains the more experienced
inspectors being loeated in and around Perth,
whilst the young and the less experienced
seem to be invariably sent to country dis-
tricts. Suvely that is not right. T do not
see how a square deal ean be given to edu-
cation in the couniry if that system is fol-
lowed. Let ns admit that it is essential for
the Director and the Chief Inspector of
Sehools to have their headquarters in the
eapital city; but surely it cannot he neces-
sary to have the other senior inspectors con-
gregate there. I see no need for it at all.
These are the men who have a great wealth
of directing, of inspecting and of teaching
experience that would be invaluable to the
young teachers in smaller schools, especially
those onthack. I suggest for the earnest
consideration of the Government and the
Director of Education the extreme need for
decentralisation. Tt would mean an economy
in time and in travelling expenses; but it
would also mean an easier and more satis-
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factory method of assessing those values in
teachers on which their advancement de-
pends, and above all a better education for
the children of our agricaltural areas. In the
first place, as to the question of inspection,
I suggest that inspectorial districts he estab-
lished, and that the Chief Inspector be re-
gponsible for the metropolitan district and
the snb-metropolitan aveas. I would sug-
gest, further, that the remaining portion of
the State be divided into three inspectorial
distriets, withk a senior inspector in charge
of each. Younger, less-experienced inspee-
tors could then be allotted to these distriets in
the required numbers, and would come under
the control and guidance of the senior men.
Naturally, a central town would be seleeted
where the senior inspector and the junior
inspectors would live and be available for
gonsultation. Consultations would fake place
between the inspectors on the one hand and
the teachers on the other, and again hetween
inspectors and teachers on the one hand and
interested parents on the other. I think,
too, that the senior inspector should be
given freedom to initiate experimental
forms of inition, and by that means develop
& healthy rivalry which would be conducive
to wider reading and eertainly fo greater
elasticity and initistivé generally. I think,
too, that distriets should be most carefully
marked out. This would be necessary in
order to enable inspectors to travel in eir-
cnits and be set down and laier picked up
in a day’s travel. Thai method would effeet
considerable economies in use of motor ears
and in travelling expenses. As the result
of invited disenssion, there would be con-
tacts benefieial alike to feachers, inspectors
and the children. A senior inspector shounld
have the right to transfer jupior inspectors
within his district. Again, in the home town
there would be ‘important help available
from the senior inspeciors. I do not think
there would be a great amount of dis-
organisation entailed wnpon the Chief In-
spector and his staff, though some little tem-
porary unrest would be oceasioned to the
department if the change were brought into
being.

I leave this subject for a moment, to say
a word or two in respect of mannal train-
ing. T am a great believer in 3t. T am ready
to helieve that therc is a great deal of room
for improvement in the teaching of manual
training; bnt in saying that I do not intend
in any way to reflect upon the capabilities
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of, or the methods adopted by the training
staff. Quite candidly, I would like to see
Mr. Sievewright and Mr. Rogers, who are
m control of manual training, charged with
the organisation of their branch of educa-
tion, I have frequently heard the know-
ledge, the enthusiasm, and wise methods of
cach of the two public servants commented
upon very favourably indeed. I was greatly
surprised to learn in this regard that Mr.
Rogers, on account of not having a car,
cannot visit schools other than those situated
on the railway line.

The Minister for North-West: The staff
has been increased by two inspectors.

Mr. DONEY: Without cars, that jncrease
will not enable manual training teachers to
reach all country sehools. I believe these
small schools ¢an be equipped for the teach-
ing of manunal training at an expenditure of
£4 or £5 per school. Hon. members need
to appreciate the fact that there are cer-
tain juvenile mentalities that find it most
diflicult to express thought from the point
of a pen or a pencil, but who find it easy
to express thoughts through the hammer,
the saw, chisel or plane. I am greatly con-
cerned that these two subjeets, manual
training and domestic seienee, are not more
generally taught.

Mr. Cross interjected.

Mr. DONEY : Any advice that is required
in this House can be obtained from the hon.
member. We get more useless advice from
him than from all the other members of the
House combined. I admit that any varia-
tion from the present method of edueation
is sure to cost the department something;
but that will not prevent me from pressing
my claims for the country child. I certainly
bave found a few small schools equipped to
teach manual training, but I have not found
a single school—I am of course referring to
small schools-—equipped to teach domestic
geience., T assert that if any children are
entitled to receive the henefits of manual
training and domestic science, those children
are the children of the farming community.
I understand that at present students at ounr
Teachers’ College undergo a course of train-
ing to fit them fo teach manual training; but
when they go to country sehools they find,
with very few exceptions, that facilities are
lacking to enable them {o teach that very
nseful subject. In justice to the organiser
of manual training, T must say that it ig his
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policy to establish these elasses in ‘ail the
smali sechools. Having regard to that fact,
I impress npon the Minister—and through
him the Director—the need for helping the
organiser. I think it not inappropriate for
me to touch upon domestic seience. The or-
ganiser of domestie seience is doing excellent
work indeed where centres are established. I
put this guestion to the Minister and hope
that he will make a note of it—mental or
written. Should not the department be able
to evolve a simple practical course that eonld
be taught in every small sehool? T ask the
Minister why it is that the country girl in
particular should be deprived of training in
this, the most beneficial of all cultural sab-
Jjects taught in our schools? As T say, male
students at our Teachers’ College must take
a course to enable them to teach manual
training. Why should not women students
do likewise with respect to domestie science?
This would enable them to teach = simple
course with such equipment as could be sup-
plied in country schools. The Minister made
some references—and favourable ones—to
technical education. I am glad to admit
that the technical branch of our edueational
system is showing commendable progress.
One cannot over-estimate the national im-
portance of this form of edueation. I think
it ean quite safely be claimed that our exist-
ence is becoming increasingly dependent
upon this particular form of edncation. That
being so, it is the duty of every member of
Parliament to ensure that every assistance—
financial as well as mere lip service—is given
so that technical education may be adequately
advanced.

I referred a moment or two ago to the
State high schools. My investigations have
shown me that such schools are altogether
too academie; at least, they appear to me
in that light. They do not cater sufficiently
for the practical needs of our children. They
{end far oo much to prepare boys and girls
merely for public examinations, most of
which I find only lead to an undnly classical
edueation, to the neglect of the technical.

Mr. Withers: They should be trained to
be hewers of wood and drawers of water.

Mr. DONEY: That is a matter for indi-
vidnal opinion. They shounld at least be given
the chanee to determine whether they desire
to take the high road or the low road in life.
These high schools are not fulfilling the de-
mands of democracy, and that surely is a
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reason that ought to appeal to hon. members
on the opposite side of the House. I ask
hon. members how often they are conient
merely to echo the praises of our present
system and to proclaim o ithe world—as we
are wont to do—that we have a free system
from kindergarten to University. How many
members have given more than passing con-
sideration to this mattery I contend that
our present system of edueation is merely
masquerading under the guise of democracy;
we have seen this is so, but for some
strange reason are reluctant to admit it.
The system is one that lures the poor man
into the belief that he and his fellows can
participate in the advantages of free educa-
tion to the highest degree, when all that
is happening is that he is being
taxed to provide free high school and Unij-
versity education for children of parents far
better able than he to pay for sueh educa-
tion. In most cases the poorer person can-
not possthly, owing to his financial cireum-
stances, partieipate in those privileges. Our
scholarship system sounds good. There is
4 sense in which it is the hasis or the foun-
dation of our cducation system; bunf I eon-
tend that it is net heing properly applied.
In saying that, I am not depreciating the
work of the Dircctor of Education or of his
mispectors or other officers, hecanse the best
they can do is to develop a system that has
been handed down to them. A demoeratie
scholarship system would provide for the
sclection of children of outstanding ahility,
irrespective of the station in life of their
parents. By a liberal system of scholar-
ships, children ¢ould he trained, throush the
seccondary schools, to enter the University
itself, where their abilitics would he recog-
nised, developed and in course of time
rounded off. In very few cases does that
happen under the present system. I find
from my investigations that what happens
is this: in our primary schools, and. of
course, within the range of compulsory at-
tendance ages, a ehild wins a scholarship in
open competition. Then, with a burst of
pride and enthusiasm that, in its way, is
proper, he enters upon his eonrze of hisher
education. The point, however, is that poor
parents soon realise that such education is
far indeed from heing free. Theyx find there
are sports fees to pay. heavier expenses for
hoard and ledeing than they had bareained
for, extra and hetter elothes to he purchased
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and costly text books to be acquired, besides
incidental expenses in guite a number of
directions which they find it impossible 1o
meet. There is in addition the loss of
income that would have resulted from the
labour of their child had he remained at
home {o assist in educating the other mem-
bers of the family. The position is not rosy,
is not nearly as democratic as many mem-
bers have all along imagined. The result is
that all too freguently the scholarships are
relinguished for economic reasons, and the
positions filled by ehildren of opulent par-
ents, children who probably failed in com-
petition with their poorer colleagues, T was
wondering how many members with children
could afferd to put their hoys or givls
through a law covrse or a medical conrse at
the University. Only the wealtby can afford
to do that. Only with much sacrifice ean
-poover parents put their children through
either of those courses.

There bas always appeared fo me to he
reluctance on the part of many hon. mem-
bers of this House and of another Hounse
to recognise the position as it really is in
regard to University education. I would be
pleased indeed if members would wake up
and ascertain that edueation is by no means
free. All too frequently, as I have been
trying to point out, the poorer people of
the State are taxed in order that the ehil-
dren of people richer than they may obtain
relatively free education for their children.
Our whole system of eduneation, from kinder-
garten to the University, needs immediate
review. In what way, it is not for me to
say, but I definitely assert that there shonld
be some Teview by an auathoritative hody.
My idea is that the free University idea
should be scrapped. T hope it will he. The
money spent on it—perhaps I should say
misspent on it—should be used to eduecate
our talented children, irrespective of the
position of their parents. Those children
should he given a real opportunity to de-
velop their natural talents. That could bhe
done if the Treasury would lend its help
and if the Government assisted in the direc-
tion that T indicated a moment ago. Tt
could he done through a more liberal system
of scholarships that would really help the
holders without unduly penalising parents.
I am not for a moment saying that it is
wrong that parents generally should he free
from all forms of sacrifice; becanse most hon.
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members belicve with me that if there has
been some sacrifice the ultimate gain is all
the greater and sweeter. I might mention
that the unseemly eonduet of a number of
our university students may be traced to the
fact that many of an undesirable character
are there to the exclusion of the more
worthy. I repeat with emphasis that our
whole system of higher and so-called free
cdueation is screecehing aloud for inguiry
and reform. If the Minister is minded to
tuke note of what I say, T hope ho will take
particular notice of that.

For one hranch of our education system
I have nothing but the highest commenda-
tion. I refer to our correspondence classes,
Those classes have attained a high standard
of efficiency and are a ecredit to everyone
who is connected with them. Members must
appreciate the fact that those eclasses must
be and indeed are a blessing to hundreds
of parents in the outbaek, and—I was going
to add—to thousands of children. I remem-
ber, however, that the figure given by the
Minister in his introductory remarks was
1,716. The number benefiting is not as high
as I imagined, but whatever the number,
the work done reflects tremendons credit
upon Mr. Eakins, who for many years has
been in charge of this very important de-
partment of our education system, under
the efficient oversight of the director,

One section of our education system that
receives gencral eriticism is the training of
onr teachers. I find that on this partienlar
question teachers of all grades are anzious
to express themsclves. Aany roundly con-
demn the whole system. Some condemn it
in part and praise it in part, but none has
given to the present system a general and
generous praise; not a single one. When I
find abroad such an opinion as that, I come
to the conclusion—no man could do other-
wise—that something must be wrong, nd
that the review T am asking for is certainly
overdue,

The Minister for Mines: You mean onr
system of teaching?

Mr. DONEY: Not our system of teaching
but the training of teachers. I congratu-
late all those who are in any way respon-
sible for the extension of the period of
training foy teachers. At present I think
that a year’s eourse is the order of the day
as against the six months’ course previous-
ly given. Even that is altogether too short
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a period, I complain also of the fact that
a large proportion of the students’ time
is oceupied in doing purely academic work
to the exclusion of the more practical
work that can and should be done and
which is done at the Teachers’ College. I
have—and I say it advisedly—never heard
expressed such unanimity of condemnation
as has been aimed at this system.

The Premier: Criticisie from ill-informed
critics.

My, DONEY: Had the Premier been in
his place he would have heard me say that
I am not passing these remarks as an
expression of my own opinion entirely.
I base my opinion not only on what I have
discovered for myself but upon information
I have had given me by teachers from all
grades. I hold that their opinion is worth
while and should be relied upon. Tf their
opinion cannot be relied upon, whose can?

The Premier: The director’s opinion
should be of some value.

Mr, DONXEY: Although I am not author-
ised to say so it is not at all unlikely that
the direetor’s opinion for the most part
would agree with mine.

The Minister for Lands:
make his opinion right!

Mr. DONEY: I am not claiming that.
The Minister knows full well that I would
never elnim that for myself. I am not in-
sisting that what I submit to the House is
correct. I merely say that, having regard
to the source from which I have obtained
it, it is worthy of consideration by the
House. 1t what I say is considered on its
merits, that is all I ask. I have had the
opinign of certain inspectors, not only of
today but of the past, and also the opinion
of head teachers, students, assistant
teachers and those fresh from the college.
All of them seem to be unanimous in as-
serting that the present system of atiempt-
ing to give the students an academic conrse
at the University in addiiion to the ordin-
ary professional training is wrong. In my
Judgment there can be no two opinions as
to the value of that eriticism, Two sub-
jects that are unnecessarily taught—and
if I am wrong the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) would probably
be ahlg to ecorrect me-—are English and
the theory of education. T hold the opinion
that those subjects could casily he aequired
later on in the life of the young teacher.

That would
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To everybody here it will be plain that
knowledge of those two subjects cannot
immediately be made use of by the teachers
when they take charge of schools outback.
A peried of one year is not sufficient fo
permit of either university work or col-
lege work being done satisfactorily, yet an
attempt has been made to make the stu-
dents do both at the same time. So long
as one year remains the peried for training,
all university work should be excluded, and
the whole of the time should be devoted to
the more practical course that is given at
the colleze. 1 repeat that that is the
opinion of an overwhelming majority of
those who have been connected—many of
them for a number of years—with the De-
pariment of Education. Despite that un-
animity of generally unfavourable opinion,
the hotch-poteh university academic course
and college course are being persisted in.

Perhaps hon, members may think I am
unduly Hogging this questien, but I would
not have teuched upon it if I had noticed
any intention on the part of the depart-
ment to put into operation any of the
recommendations submitted by the select
commiiice to which I have referred two or
three times. I am not suggesting that this
PParliament should dictate the policy to be
laid down for the training of our future
teachers: far from it. Obviously that would
be wrong., The HKdueation Department
should dictate the policy and leave it to
the college authorities to put that policy
into practice. A faet that the Premier
minrht take some notice of is that the
““Teachers' Journal’' lends vigorous sup-
port to the course I have outlined.

The Minister for Lands: You are refer-
ring to the publication of the Teachers’
Union?

Mr, DONEY: Yes. What the journal
states is not necessarily right, but having
regard io those who are members of the
union, what appears in the journal can be
said to come from people who ought to
know what they are talking about to a far
greater extent than possibly do those of us
here who talk abount education.

The Minister for Mines: Speak for your-
self.

Mr. DONEY : Naturally, that includes me.
[f hon. members care to read the journal
they will find the reasons the department
aives for the existing situation. I have to
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admit that L have not personally informed
myself on this point, but I am given to
understand that the Teachers’ College is be-
ing starved in one direction. I refer to the
library, upon which 1 believe not one penny
piece has been spent since 1928, 1929, or
1930—T am not sure of the exaet year. As
a result, the students eomplain bitterly that
they eannot obtain the nccessary teaching
aids or textbooks for the work expecied of
them, They cannot sccure the assistance
they need for either study or teaching prac-
tice. That should not be. I know it is
claimed in some gnarters that the necessary
texthooks ¢an be obtained from the library
at the University. But I am told that is not
50,
Mr. Cross: Where have you been prowl-
ing around getting all that information?
The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr, DONEY: One day I shall perhaps
have the supreme pleasure of seeing the hon.
member fall under a tram or something like
that. ‘

The CHATRMAN: The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin eannot reflect wpon another
hon. member.

Mr. DONEY: I do not know that I am re-
fleeting npon him. That would be a suitable
fate to befall the hon. member. As a matter
of fact, the hon. member guite understands
that when I say that of him I probably do
not really mean it. T was pointing out that
the university library does not provide the
type of literature that teachers require, on
aceonnt of the academic character of the
hooks at the University.

The Minister for Labour: We are sup-
posed to be finishing this month.

Mr. DONEY: A speech of more than five
minutes is not popular at this stage of the
session. I do not, however, subseribe to
the idea that it is cssential for the welfare
of the country that we close down so early.
Neither do I agree that when cerfain work
requires to be done it is not our duty to do
it to the best of onr ability. I will, how-
ever, meet the wishes of the Committee fo
the extent of leaving the University and
turning to the Narrogin School of Agricul-
ture.

Mr. Cross: Will this be first-hand know-
" ledge or hearsay?

Alr, DONEY: If the hon. member is not
careful T will say something about him that
I do mean. I ask members to listen care-
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fully to the informalion I am about to give
them. [Edueation is not a matter that ean
be treated lightly by members who are sap-
posed to he interested 1 the welfare of the
State. When they are inclined to deal lightly
with such questions I feel there must he
something wrong with them. [ wish to eall
attention to the condition and history of
some of the aneient implements and picees
of machinery in use at the Narrogin School
of Agriculture.

Mer. IPatriek: Do you think the school onght
to be under the Agriculiural Department?

Mr. DONEY : I bring forward this matter
in the hope that the Minister will order an
investigation with a view to the plant in
question heing replaced. 1 would like him
to see in particular an old three-furrow
plongh that is the subject of many jokes at
the school. It was found on the scrap heap
some 20 vears ago, and has heen tepaired
over and over again, though it is still on the
active list. The old Sunshine barvester at
the school i3 30 vears old, and the mower,
worth £4 or £5, and is 17 years old, is now
mowing some 200 acres of meadow hay. The
process is going to be a difficult one. If the
mower is able to get through its job it will
only be because the man driving it has been
able to work a miracle. Theve is also an old
binder and drill, and a hay rake that looks
ahout 50 years old, and probably is not—
quite.

The Minister for Lands: How old was
the binder that belonged to the member
for Greenough?

Mr. Patrick: We have had one for 25
years.

Mr, DONEY: The boys at the school
have to learn their farming by the use of
this antiquated plant.

Mr. Withers: They learn it in an econo-
mical way.

Mr. DONEY: The Minister can well un-
derstand the effeet upon the hoys who have
to pull the machinery in and out of the pad-
dock every day. If he has made up his
mind to authorise an inspection of the
machinery at an early date T shall be satis-
fied.

In conclusion I wish to draw attention to
the nceds of the sehool at Duranillin. That
school is attended by 23 children, who are
entitled to but do not get the same atten-
tion as is given to children living near
Perth. The school was erected not long ago,
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but seems to have been finished rather hur-
riedly. [ have here a letter from the sec-
retary of the bedy which looks after the
welfare of the school, and who, inter alia,
writes—

It is a fact that there is not even a porch

attached te the school, and in wet and cold
wenther the pupils have to make use of the
public hall, which the hall committee wishes
to keep locked but cannot do so as it is the
ouly shelter available, They have intimated
that this state of affairs cannot go on as
vandals are continuously making use of the
hall to amuse themsclves at the expense of
the public.
I know the hall, and that the coatents of
this letter ave correet. The Minister should
be able to tell me what a shelter, such as
the one indicated, would cost. 1 imagine
the expenditure required would be about
£25, The Fast Perth school cost £82,000.
Some members may say that onc ecase has
nothing te do with the other. The point is
that if the Treasurcr had not spent that
huge sun of money—I admit the job is a
good one—he would have been able to spend
very many sams of £25 in those parts of
the country where such expenditure is neces-
sary. When application is made to the
Treasurer for £10 or £20 for such a job as
this, we are told that no money is available.
The department says “We cannot do this or
that because we have not the money.” In
view, however, of the huge expenditure on
the East Perth school, how can we take such
cxcuses seriously ?

HON, C. G. LATHAM (York) [9.22]:
Every member of the Committee who
wishes to speak on the Estimates should be
permitted to do so. It is an excellent op-
portunity we have of saying what we have
to say, even in connection with the Educa-
tion Vote which involves an expenditure of
over £700,000. We represent the taxpayers,
and have a right te know how the money is
heing spent.

The CHAIRMAN: No one has been pre-
vented from discussing the Votes.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: That is so, but a
certain amount of unrest is evident because
members are speaking on the Estimates.
Members ought to be encouraged to speak
upon them, and to gain a thorough know-
ledge concerning them. With regard to
education in the country districts, I am par-
ticularly anxzions to see a spread of vocs-
tional training. We are living in an age of
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mechanism, and everyone should have as
thorough a kuowledge of mechanies as it is.
possible to acynire.  Outside the city
area we are doing very little teaching in
this regard. and even Lhere we are not doing:
a great deal. We should put our people in
possession of the fullest knowledge we ean,.
and should certainly not overlook the claims
of those living in the country. If we have
to bring our youths to Perth so that they
may learn essential trades—farming, for in-
stance, is a highly mechanised business in
these days—and become educated in that
respect, we shall find great difficulty in in-
ducing them to return to the country away
from the claims of the city. That will be
more particularly difficult in view of the
position in which the industry finds itself at
present.

T want the Minister to pay partienlar at-
tention to what I am going to say about
the new technical sehool. 1 am proud to
know that money will be expended on the
new building, and I think it will be a fine
one. I deplove the fact, however, that the
intention is to fill it up with obsolete
machinery. If our young {fellows are
going to bhe tanght in the building, the
most modern means available must be pro-
vided for them. The Air Foree is endeav-
ouring to obtain young fellows possessing
meehanical knowledge, such as fitters and
turners. I am surprised that we have not
heard from the Minister for Railways a
statement. to the effect that the Air Force
has already taken a number of young men
from the Midland Junction workshops, that
being the only place in Western Australia
where they can he properly trained in these
directions. Many young fellows are willing
to learn fitting and turning, and ground en-
ginecring, and willing to learn what they
can about internal combustion engines,
Diesel engines, and partienlarly acreplane
engines. We ought to provide them with
everything to enable them to learn the lat-
est and most up-to-date methods. A little
while ago it was almost impossible in West-
ern Australia for a youth to ohtain practieal
experience of Diesel engines. I admit the
Government has a right to say that is net
its responsibility, but it has aceepted the
responsibility of educating young people
and some of the older ones, and we should
therefore provide them with the hest means
possible to enable them to acquire the neces-
sary knowledge. I do not know what money
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is being spent on the Technieal Sehool.
When young people are sent there to fin-
ish their training we ought to endeavour to
find sufficient money with which to instal
up-to-date machinery.  The instructor in
fitting and turning is an efficient officer. He
does not mind working a little overtime, so
long as the youths are interested in the
subjects he is teaching, We want men of
that type. He infuses enthusiasm in the
students, It is a good plan to have that
class of man in charge. I have no ecomplaint
to make about onr edncational system,
though I am aofraid we are eatering too
much for the city folk and insvfficiently for
the country folk.

Mr. Doney: That is obvious.

Houn. C. G. LATHAM: Last year an in-
vestigation wag made by 2 select committec,
whose report was well worthy of considera-
tion at the hands of the Government. It
seems that very little, i any, attention hns
heen given to that report. 1 appreciate
the cfforts of the former Minizster for Ednea-
tion, and I hope to be able to say
the same about the present Minister, with
regard le putting a better elass of furniture
into couniry sehools. In Perth a child gets
on a tram or train and very soon arrives at
school. In the country childven may have
to walk four or five miles to school. By the
time they have finished running about the
playground, and sat for several hours on un-
comfortable seats, they are quite tired
enough for the return journey. I have often
wondered why so much discarded furniture
has been sent from the city to the country.
I have nothing to complain of in respeect to
my own distriet, although I do not say I am
quite satisfied with what is being done thera.

I appeal to the Government to do as much
as it ean fo extend vocational training to the
agricultural areas and to the couniry gener-
ally. In places like Collie, Bunbury, Mer-
redin and Katanning there should be an
efficient staff to give the children the chance
they require. It is surprising how muech a
boy will learn during speeial teaching for
half an hour a week, especially if he has a
Teaning towards a partienlar type of work,
I hope members will take the opportunity
afforded by the Estimates to ventilate their
views on various matters. There is no need
for us to close down this week. We could
easily continue until Tnesday or Wednesday
of next week, and hy so doing would pro-
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bably give better service to the people than
if legislation was rushed through. So far we
have spent only a short time on the Estim-
ates. Whether I agree with the views of
members or nof, I want to hear those views
ventilated, for I learn from what members
tell us just as Ministers learn from that
source.  The only way in which we can
acquire knowledge, is by listening to a mul-
tiplicity of ideas. This is the most favour-
able opportunity to gain that knowledge.
The votes are growing all the time, bnt pro-
bably the money is being wisely spent. Our
people must be educated. Competition is so
exiremely keen, not only between nations
but between communities in our own State
and everywhere else. Unless owr people are
well educated they cannot oceupy their pro-
per sphere in the activities of the State.

MRE. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[9.30]: T am sorry I was not present when
the Minister introduced his Estimates. We
are always glad to note an increase in the
Edueation Vote. Unfortunately the increase,
irrespective of what it may be, never seems
sufficient for the needs of the department.
An expenditure of £768,950 represents a
large sum, but we all know that a large per-
ventage goes in salaries and wages and for
other purposes over which the Director
has no control. I wish a larger amount
eould be allocated to the Director with full
power over its expenditure. Under existing
conditions it would appear that he cannot
spend a shilling unless he first consalts the
Treasury officials. From my experience I
know if the latter do mot agree, the pro-
posed expenditure is vetoed. Furthermore,
those officials have the final say as to whe-
ther the work is to be regarded as urgent or
otherwise. The Minister for Health is al-
lowed 1o spend the money collected from the
hospital tax.  While there is no specific
education tax, nevertheless I eannot see why
the Director should not be empowered to
authorise expenditure without having to con-
sult Treasury officials to seeure their sane-
tion.

T commend the member for Avon (Mr.
Boyle) for some of the suggestions he in-
cluded in the report of the select committee
that dealt with edueational facilities. T wish
fo mention one point he made during the
conrse of his excellent contribution to the
Budget debate. T agree with those who have
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stressed the fact that the country child does
not really get a fair chance. I realise that
the great majority of the children in Western
Australia live in the metropolitan area, but
when the member for Avon dealt with the
subject the other evening, he said that only
& per cent. of the country children were able
to gain positions in the Public Service after
they had left sehool. Very effectively, the
hon. member pointed out the benefits that
employment in that service offers to children.
Before he can enter the employment of the
Government a ehild must hold the gualifica-
tion of the junior public examination certi-
ficate. If we consider the position of coun-
try schools throughont the State, we
find that, anounally, many of them
are not able to record ome of their
pupils as having passed the junior
examination. Therefore those children have
no opportunity to enter the Publie Service.
Perhaps the member for Avon was not
strictly aceurate in fixing the percentage at
five, but to my mind he was very near the
mark. Opinions differ greally regarding the
value of the junior certificate. Personally
if I were lovking for a bhoy to serve me, I do
not know that I would stipulate that he
should have that certificate. Tf that test were
applied to members of Parliament some of
us might not have seats in this Chamber.
In fairness to the country children, the re-
qunirement I have referred to shonld be
waived. Why cannot a pereentage of coun-
try children be allowed to enter the Public
Service without the necessity for the junior
certificate?

Mr. Needham: What standard would you
require¥

Mr. McLARTY: I would be prepared to
insist that they should have passed a certain
standard, but could not they be allowed to
enter the serviee on trial? If they proved
satisfactory, their appointment could bhe
made permanent; if unsatisfactory, their
employment need not be continued. At a
conference of directors of education held
in Perth recently, those authorities were
inclined to the opinmion that great valve did
not attach te what they termed “external
examinations.” I snggest the experiment
could be made. I hope the Minister will give
consideration to the matter and see if some-
thing ecannot be done to help the children in
the rural areas. I wish to pay a tribute fo
the enthmgiasm and the excellent work ear-
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ried out by the Chief lnspector, Mr. Murray
Little, in connection with the young farmers”
movement. He hag travelled the State widely
and has infused considerable enthusiasm into
the movement, which is a live one throughout
the Commonwealth. The directors of edu-
cation in all States are doing what they cun
to encourage itl. On previous oceasions I
have smggested that in Western Australia
something move should be done to assist the
lads. IFor instance, there is o shortage of
vetertnary surgeons throughout the Com-
monwealth. Cannot some provision be made
by means of scholarships that couid be
awarded tv promising lads who are keen on
sach work? In order to secure some re-
turn from any outlay involved, we eould
stipulate that after they had qualified as
veterinary surgeons, they must be pre-
pared to sorve the State for a certain period.
Another matier of concern is that some of
the teachers in the country distriets will not
live at the centres where their schools are
situated. That applies particularly to dis-
tricts within easy aeccess of the metropolitan
area.  Preference should he given to
teachers prepared to live in the districts
where the schools are, and if some are not
prepared to aecept those conditions, then,
unless good veasons could be advanced, T
would say to a tecacher, “You must be pre-
pared to step down a grade and allow some-
one else to seeure promotion if he is
willing to accept the position.” I need
hardly remind members that the teacher in
a couniry town is highly respected. Much
of the social life revolves around him. He
is an importunt factor in the eommunity.
When the teacher arrives at his school at 9
am. and leaves at 4 p.n. and is not seen
at all during the week-ends, there is not the
same inducement for members of the loeal
Parents and Citizens’ Associntion to work
for the school that there is when the teacher
takes an active interest in fhe task. Such
organisations are doing a tremendous amount
of good work, more than should be ex-
pected of them. Nevertheless, that work is
undertaken willingly. In the ¢ircumstances
they are cntitled to the fullest co-operation
from the Edueation Department. I believe
that is fortheoming from both teachers and
the department. In soine cases, as I have
already pointed out, where the teachers do
not reside in the loeality, that does mnot

apply.
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Mr. Needham : There may be good reasons.
Mr., McLARTY: As pointed out before,
if a teacher can offer some good reason for
not living in the district, the position would
be accepted. T heard the member for Wil
liams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney) refer to the

need for an agricultural college in the
South-West. That has been advocated for
many years. I realise that finance has

always been the obstacle.

Myr. Patrick: But that does not ¢ome
tinder the control of the Education Depart-
ment.

Mr. McLARTY : No, but at the same time
anything associated with colleges, should be
a coneern of the department. I shall not
pursue the matter further this evening bnt
I want the subjeet kept alive. The South-
West is developing very rapidly. Farming
methods there differ from {hose adonted
¢lsewhere.

The Minister for Lands: You have a fine
sehool at Mandurah.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes, and I assure the
Minister that the Mandurah people much
appreciate the erection of such a splendid
building in the township. If I may con-
¢lude on a parochial note, I shall draw at.
tention to the lack of accommodation in the
Waroona  district.  Members  generwlly
realise what the growth of the district, and
particularly of Waraona itself, has heen
quite recently. TFew towns in Western Aus-
tralia have shown such rapid growth, and
it continunes to develop rapidly. In con-
sequence, the present facilities available are
totally inadequate. When the departmental
builaing programme is being drawn up, 1|
hope the position of Waroona will be taken
into account, and that before lonz a new
school building will he provided for ‘haf
centre,

MR. TONKIN: (Norih-East Fremantle}
[9.43): The report of the Education De-
partment, for last year again affords inter-
esting reading. The most unsatisfactory
feature i= that there is still a sevions lack
of accommodation in various districfs, more
especially with vegard to houscholl manage.
ment. metalwork and woodwork., Annually
for the past five or six vears T have drawn
atteniion to the difficalty, but little improve-
ment has heen effected. T agree that the
shortage of funds is respensible for that
position. The Edueation Depariment is a
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large spending section of governmental acti-
vities. Iis expenditure is over £750,000 and
I know jt is ditficult for the Treasurer
to obtain funds sufficient to enable him to
do what I know he realises is necessary.
But if there is one branch of education for
which we must stretch a point, it is that
which deals with woodwork, metalwork and
houscheld management. A large number of
children, both bowys and ghls, will never
have suflicient ability te progress very far
in clerieal oceupations. Many of them would
be able 1o Jead far better Jives if they were
more skilled in manunal work. I am satis-
fied that we would do much to improve the
condition of’ those bhoys and giris if we could
afford still hetter facilities for manual train-
ing than are being provided at present,
Under the heading “Hounsehold Management”
in the report of the department, page 20,
we find—

Most Class VI girls within reach of the
Terth and Fremantle centrcs also attend
¢lasses.  Condifions arc not so favourable at
Midland Junection and Claremont, very few
Class V1. being accommodated.

8o we ¢an take it that the wumber of girls
of that standard in those centres who receive
houschold  management fraining is almest
negligible.  That is distinctly bad and we
should immediately endeavour to rectify it.
The report under the heading “Curriculum”
also stufos—

- The full syllabus of work has been followed
in all centres where conditions permitted, In
others it has been adapted to suit conditions.

Why should we be obliged to modify the
course? Tf a certain eourse is set down as
requisite, it should be the herinage of every
child of the right age to get it, and the
coirse shonld not he modified hecause of
lack of asecommeodation. Our duby is te
provide the accommodation, cven if we go
gshort in some other direction, Those boys
and girls ave starting their lives, and should
not be placed under a severe handicap. The
report, under the heading “Staff and Ac-
commodation,” states—

The nvmber of bowvs excluded at the be-
ginning of 1938 is—Class VI, 295,

Therr were available some 2,000 children
for woodwork in this elass, but 295 of
them had to he exeluded because of lack
of accommodation. At a vougl caleulation,
that is equal to abont 12 per cent. who
cannot get training hecause there is no
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accommeodation for them. What can we
say to those boys who are denied this train-
ing to which they are entitled? We can-
not give them a satisfactory answer. Why
should ¢ne boy get what another eannot
get? We should do our utmost to provide
these facilities, and treat all the boys alike.
All are entitled to this training, which, in
my opinion, is very valuable, far more
valuable than many people realise, As re-
gards the equipment provided, I am pleased
to note that se far as woodwork is con-
cerned, the department now provides a
much better class of wood than it did pre-
viously. From time to time I pointed out
that we were wasting money by supplying
unsuitable timber, but this has been recti-
fied to a large degree, and the teachers are
now much better off as regards the timber
supplicd and as a resnlt are doing far
beiter work. They are getting more work
done and work of a better class, and the
work is easier for the students and for
the teachers. [ ¢compliment the department
upen that forward step.

I should like to say a word or two on
a matter mentioned by the member for
Williams-Narrogin  (Mr. Doney), namely
the training of teachers. This is a most
important phase of education because, if
teachers are not properly trained, we can-
not expeet to get the best value for the
money paid in salaries.  Approximately
50 per cent. of the teachers in training take
the rural course for small one-teacher
schools. In my epinion there is an insuffi-
clent number of one-teacher schools at-
tached to the college. There are only two.
True, there are three large schools being
utilised to take the place of one-teacher
schools. We have, for example, the Swan-
bourne School, the Claremont Practising
School and the Jolimont Schoel, where as-
sistant teachers have been placed in charge of
what I cannot describe as anything else
than artilicial one-teacher schools, These
assistants-in-charge may or may not be ex-
perienced in teaching vural school method.
I do not know, But the artificially set up
school cannot adequately take the place of
the properly-constructed one-teacher sehool,
and I regard the two such schools that are
operating as being insufficient for the pur-
pose, seeing that there are about 60
teachers in the rural course. If members
give thought to this matter they will realise
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it is not possible to give sufficient practice
to G0 teachers if we have only two rural
schools available with the three artificial
rural schools. Furthermore, I understand
there is not now a specialist in small-school
method attached to the college, with this
exception, that the vice-principal many
years ago did have experience of that work;
but I should say that his administrative
work would occupy practically all his time,
and therefore there is not available a spe-
ciabist in this class of teaching. This is
a matter that should be regarded by coun-
try members as of vital importance. There
is a vast difference between teaching a
standard in a city school and teaching in
a one-teacher school in the country where
the tcacher has all standards from infants
to Class VIII, to instruct. There should be
a speeialist in small-school method attached
to the college, and if there is not sufficient
work to keep him fully occupied, he might
undertake the teaching of additional sub-
Jects. A few years ago we had an ocen-
pant of this office, a most suecessful man,
and I have heard said that since he finished,
the teachers going ont from the college are
not nearly as well equipped in this parti-
cnlar as they were formerly.

A class of student going through the col-
lege is that termed the diploma student.
These diploma students do a considerable
amount of University work, and take the
Diploma of Education. It is generally ex-
pected that these teachers will take up
secondary teaching, but it does not follow
as a matter of eourse that they will be re-
stricted to teaching in secondary schools.
They may be called nupon—in fact a number
are called upon—to take up their duties in
pritary schools, and those teachers are not
getting sufficient traming in primary work
to equip them adequately for teaching in
primary schools if they are cailed upon to
do so. I speak subject to ecorrection,
but T beliecve that this year all the
primary school training that the diploma
students had was one week at the Subiaco
School. One week is not sufficient
to enable them to grasp primary school
method. Something should be done to
remedy this. They should receive a greater
amount of practice in this type of teach-
ing. It would be a different matter if we
knew that they would give their attention
exclusively to secondarv school teaching
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later on, hut they do not do so, and many
of them undertake primary school work. If
the department is aware of this, it should
make adequate provision by ensuring that
these teachers receive a greater amount of
teaehing practice in primary school method.

There is also the question of the teaching
of hygiene in college, Dr. Stang takes this
work, and I am given to understand that she
gives an academic course in physiology, but
that the students receive no training in teach-

iny methods in practical hygiene. This.
in my opinion, is a serious matter.
With all due respeet to the doctor

donbtiess she is givingd a most erndite
discourse on physiology, but it does not meet
the requirements of the teachers who have
to go out and instruct in practical hygiene.
I think something could be done to effect an
improvement in that direction,

One further matter before I conclude.
This again involves the expenditure of
money and no doubt will be most difficult
on that acecount. Still T do not think we in
Western Australia can afford to lag behind
the other States. We are lagging hehind
them, so the report tells us, insofar as visnal
education is concerned. Much preparatory
work has been done in order to extend this
class of teaching but the work is held up
by lack of funds. T hope that if it is at all
possible to find some additional money this
vear the Minister will endeavour to make it
availahle for this purpose. It is a most valu-
able aid to teaching and T repeat that our
children are just as much entitled to the
hest fhat ean he obtained in education as
are the children in other States. As I have
previously said the matter of education
shonld not be regarded as solely a matter
for the individual States. In my opinion
it is just as important to the Com-
monwealth as # whole that we should have
properly educated children as it is that we
should have properly equipped soldiers, If
the State is unable to provide sufficient
funds to carrv out its edueational pro-
gramme as desired the strongest representa-
tions shonld be made repeatedly to the Com-
monwealth Government to assist us. This is
a direction in which assistance could be
looked for. Why should we in Western
Australia lag hehind the other States in
anything? Tt is definitely established, as
far as visnal edueation is concerned, that
wo are not maintaining the pace. Thatl is
not fair, and every effort should be made
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to ensure that some improvement is effected
in this direetion. There are several other
matters that I would have liked to deal with
had more time been available, but as we are
nearing the end of the session, it would be
wrong for me tv ocecupy too much fime
when other members are anxious to voice
their opinions.

MR. NORTH (Clarewmont) [10.0]: As a
rale T am one of the members of this Com-
mittee who are unable to speak much after
hearing a specialist on his snbject. I often
come here with many things to say, but then,
having heard 14 or 13 speeches, I do not get
up at all. On this occasion, however, those
speeches have pleased me grestly, because
they show the value of the British system of
inviting laymen to handle special subjects.
The member for North-East Fremantle {(Mr.
Tonkin) has been a feacher himself, and he
can speak in guite a different way from that
in which I shall speak and in which other
members preceding me have spoken. The
value of such a debate is that we are lay-
men, and that we approach the subject not
knowing the technical side but merely judg-
ing it by the results obtained. I have on
previous oecasions urged material improve-
ments in the Claremont electorate, the vari-
ous schools wanting this or that; and T have
leard country members ask for many more
things than I ever have dared to ask for—
many more things, admittediy, being needed
in the country schools than in those of the
towns. Fowever, the problem of edueation
is not a material problem at all. It isin a
very limited sense essential that the things
demanded by eountry membera should be
obtained. However, the education question
is not a material problem, but a problem of
the kind of work being done by the teach-
ers with the children. I propose to take
vou, Mr. Chairman, and hon. members of
this Committee with me to the United@ States
tonight, to that country where they have five
or six times the capital expended on educa-
tion that we have, and probably five or six
times the number of colleges and the meost
advaneed education in the world. Yet we
find that the American citizen is as a child.
When the Ameriean radio transmitted some
kind of play which included bombs, noises
and snueals, half the American nation
thonght they were heing invaded from a
foreign countrv.
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Mr. Patrick: From Maxs.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, Mars. This is a ques-
tion which must be faced. It is more impor-
tant than the material problem of so many
desks, so many rooms to be looked after,
and so forth. We bave to remind ourselves
that not only in this State are there commit-
tees on education, but throughout the civil-
ised world, all talking about more desks, more
rooms, more teachers. But where is all this
edncation getting us? What is the state of
the world today? The guestion iz not one
of material improvements. They of course
are necessary to a point, but the real ques-
tion is what is being put into the child and
what is being drawn out of the child, There
is a book now advertised in Western Aus-
tralia which I hope to read during the re-
cess; it is called, “Who Cares About Educa-
tion?” Aceording to the préeis it is written
by a2 Western Australian school teacher. It
seems to me that that work intends to eriti-
cise the curriculur, the actual teaching given
to the child. But whether it does or not, we
have before us the state of the world today.
I wish to point out the contradiction that
during the period of compnlsory education,
which has gone on for about a hundred
vears—

The Premier: Noj about 50 vears.

Mr. NORTH: Not here, but in the world.

The Premier: No, no!

Mr. NORTH: The aversge mentality of
the average person is being in some way
undermined. The natural ingenuity of the
average individual suffers during the educa-
tion period. I am convinced that the logieal
faeulty i damaged by existing education
courses. We are nof producing that intel-
lectual honesty which the average citizen re-
quires to meet modern social troubles and
to do Justice to the problems of the day.
Why have I to tell hon. members of this
Committece those things? We know they are
true every day of the week, We know that
words are bandied about and that phrases
are nsed whick have no exact meaning, but
which arc accepted by the public. If there
is a question of a logiral deduction, it is
not made. On most main nuestions, is acear-
acy the essenee of the subjeet at all? No.
It is generally a second-rafe slogan of some
kind. I shall give three instances to illustrate
that.

The first one is the phrase “sales resist-
ance” Hon. members have heard that
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phrase. I cannot speak for the Education
Department as it is teaching today. The
only way I ean criticise, or attempt
to inflaence, the department today is
to suggest what is the state of the world
and the people of middle age who were
educated as 1 was, and to offer a few com-
ments on the education which I suffered, and,
I suggest, the edueation which other people
similarly suffered. The phrase “sales resist-
ance” absolutely eondeutns our race and
society by its acceptance. We Enow in
middle age what it means; but is it chal-
lenged?  “Snles resistance” is the power of
a housewife on £4 a week to resist having
foreed upon her the purchase of a £30 radio
on casy terms which she cannot afford. That
ig sales resistance. We ask here for morve
rooms, more playgrounds, more desks. Now,
another ferm t= bandied about—“The free-
dom of the Pres:.” We know what it means.
Of course we do. But is the phrase chal-
lenged? Nol very often. Now let me give
a third illustration—-""The flight of eapital.”
That is the phrase which is used and ae-
eepted. If the present generation is being edu-
cated as we were, when the problems nhead
of the new generation are what we know
them to be, all T can say is, “God help them!”
The problems confronting the world today
could not have hecome what they are today
if the Education Departments of various
communities had tackled the question of
the natural ingennity of the ¢hild and saving
its mental powors, its logieal faculties, and
then enabling the child to aehieve intellectual
honesty. On the other hand, I am very
pleased 1o say that whilc this State does not
spend perhaps within a quarter of the
American expenditure on education, eur re-
sults are far more satisfactory. I eannot
imagine that if there was a play let loose
on Western Australia after the style of the
Mars play whieh caused sueh a panie in
Ameriea, we would think that we were
being invaded just because of a few bombs
over the radio. With our limiled equip-
ment we are putting over a far more ra-
tional education than that. But I do con-
sider that the result of so much pumping
into the child of undigested knowledge and
undigested facts is not henefiting the child.

The Premier: Tlon’t you consider we are
training the child to think?

My, NORTH: T do believe that this Edun.
cation Department of ours, through its
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Director and through the Minister, is aware
of the problems which have been stressed,
and I would not be a bit surprised to see
within the nexi few years great changes in
the methods adopted in regard to children
and their teaching. I am quite convineed
that the results desived ean be achieved with-
out the expenditure of hundreds of thousands
of pounds on material equipment. Not that
I would not like to see that money spent
on this lower plane in spite of the argu-
ments which I have tried to pul up.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [10.8]: The Minis-
ter was extremely brief in introducing these
most important Estimates, presumably with
the object of hiding the Government's short-
comings in rvegard to education, particu-
larly from a country peint of view.

The Premicr: That is a bad siart.

Mr. BOYLE: It is an excellent start for
the Minister, and I think it is also a good
start for me.

The Premicr: A bad start for you, also.

Mr. BOYLE: I am not condemning the
Minister. I think that with the scanty mat-
erial he had, he made a good effort. But
that the Governmenf{ has bheen remiss in re-
gard to country edneation is not seriously
disputed, at any rate not in the country.

The Premicr: That assertion has heen
made for the last 50 years, and considerable
improvements have been effected.

Mr. BOYLE: The Premier refers to im-
provements which have been made in coun-
try education. I tremble to think what
must have been the condition of country
education years ago.

The Minister for Mines: Did you see the
country children’s exhibition at the Rowal
Show?

Mr. BOYLE: A most commendable exhi-
hition achieved under a terrific handieap;
an exhibition that reflects great credit on
the teaching staff as well as on the country
childven, But a parsimonious Government,
50 that this exhibition might be made pos-
sible, allowed the teachers and the children
to provide their own materials. No finan-
eial provision whatever was made in that
regard.  Complaints have reached me on
‘various oceasions to the effeet that these
exhibitions are entirely the work of the
children, aided hy their teachers, and that
not even any materials are found to assist
them.
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The Premier: That is developing their
intiative!

Mr. BOYLE: That argument of the Pre-
mier goes {o prove that country children in
Western Australia have initiative above
that possessed by any other children in the
world. To starve all that work is not com-
mendable. If the withholding of assistance
is going tc develop the initiative of those
children, I do not wish to see it developed at
such a cost. Now as regards our education
system particularly in our country areas;
and let me say that I have little intention of
veferring to education in the metropolitan
arca. As chairman of the Select Committee
on Fducation which sat a year ago, I had
a peculiar and particular opportunity to
study the incidence of educafion within the
melropolitan area, and also without the met-
ropolitan area. Undoubtedly in the metro-
politan area the system of education is of &
very high standard. The children of the
metropolitan area, from the educational as-
pect, are nursed through the kindergarten to
a free University, They are taken through
all the grades of ecducation. We members
of the select committee saw one school at
Claremont that dealt only with children up
to a certain standard. We were told that
they could then go to another schaol. We
know that the children of the metropolitan
area do proceed step by step until they
reach the only free University in the wide
world,

Mr. Patrick: In the British Empire.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes. We did examine that
position, and found that to be a fact. The
University, as we learnt to our sorrow, is
practically reserved for the children of the
metropolitan area. We discovered that no
less than 77 per cent. of the youth that went
to the University eame frem within a radius
of 12 or 15 miles. But contrast that with
the conditions ebtaining in what are known
as the sixth and seventh class schools of the
country areas of Western Australin. That
is the grave complaint I have in that regard.
The children in the sixth angd seventh class
schools who comprise about two-thirds or
more of the total attendance at sehools
in the country areas, are close up to
an average of 12 or 14, and are isolated.
Thev are working under wretched condi-
tions. We made a few humanitarian recom-
mendations. One was that blinds should be
fitted to the windews of the country schools.
Another was that wire blinds should ba sup-
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plied as well. Evidence was given to the
seleet commitiee that children were com-
pelled to eat their lunch in the open. I ean
assure members that conditions in our out-
back areas are far from pleasant. The tem-
peralure reaches 100 degrees and more in
the <hade, and these schools consist mainly
of une voom, in many cazez without even a
blind. We ourselves wounld not tolerate such
conditions for an mmstant even in the sheds
of cur homes. Yet these children travel
long distances to be tormented by flies, heat,
and dust. How ecan children settle down to
study under such conditions? Nevertheless
they are compelled to attend school under
=uch eonditions, A parsimonions Govern-
ment refused to adopt any of the suggestions
that the Select Committee made; a Govern-
ment that prides itself on being the champion
of the workers decrided that children of
workers who are producing wealth for the
State should not be allowed to eome within
the scheme of thing: at all.

Much has been said on the sobject of
techinical edueation. The fact remains, how-
ever, that there is not one centre through-
out the agricultural areas of the Sfate where
technical education is imparted to children.
In Collie, children ean obtain technical edu-
<cation. In coastal towns teehnical education
is also provided. The select committee had
before it a most valuable witness, Mr. J. S.
Lyneh, the Director of Technical Education.
He pnt up a most excellent proposal, which
was to separate technical education from
the ordinary education system of the State.

Mr. Lambert: He has always been on that
suhject.

Mr. BOYLE: I suppose in the same way
as the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie chal-
lenges a certain vote year after year in this
House. Even if the proposal has been con-
sistently advoeated, that is not to say it is
wrong. Mr. Linch made other valuable
suggestions, one of which was to the effect
that as the Perth Technieal College closed
for ten weeks each year, country children
could be brought to Perth and given a few
weeks’ intensive training there. That recom-
mendation was made hy the select committee.
Mr. Lynch said that he himself and his staff
would be only too willing to impart that
special technical training. Notwithstanding
the select committee’s recommendation, the
Government again refused to assist country
children even to the extent of arranging for
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them to secure a fortnight's technieal educa-
tion cach year. That sort of thing is irri-
tating, becanze we were not asking muech. It
wonid not be costly for the staff of the Perth
Technieal Sehool to impart sueh education
to eountry children for ten weeks while the
college was in recess. Buch little assistance
from ihe Government would be greatly
appreciated.

Mr. Lambert: Why should not the staff go
to the country?

Mr. BOYLE: There ave difficulties in the
wiy of adopting that snggestion. All the
plant and machinery required is located in
Ferth. Another matter that Mr. Lyneh im-
pressed upon the select conmitiee—he made
many valuable suggestions—-was the £act that
children in eountry ecentres could receive
some technieal tfraining from loecal people,
sueh as owners of garages or tradesmen with
shops. Country children could receive train-
ing at the hands of those people, provided
they were sclected and suitably paid. But
all the 24 recommendations made by the
scleet committee fell on deaf ears. As far
as I know, nol one of them was adopted.
An interjeetion made by the member for
Cuuning (Mr. Cross) tonight rather amused
me, 1f one ean be amused by tragedy. He
said that the Government counld not afford
to send school desks and other furniture to
country schools. Incidentally, the member
for Canning—the power behind the throne—
was able to sceure a post-primary sehool
costing £15,000 for his electorate, and that
school is almost within sight of the wonder-
ful school at East Perth thar cost the people
of this Statc some £80,000. However, the
influenee of the member for Canning—not-
withstanding his unsympathetie attitude to
the supplying of desks and furniture for
country schools—was such that he eould per-
snade the Government to erect 2 post primary
school eosting £15,000 in his elcetorate,
Such is his powerfal political inflacuce, his
pull with the Government! As a member
of the select committer the hon, member was
not partieularly helpful. T shall vot allude
to that subjecet, hecause the member for
Williams-Narrogin had a gooed deal to say
on it when fhe =zvleet committer presented
its report.

The Minister for Mines: Are yon guite
sure that the post-primary school is in the
hon. member’s electorate?

Mr. Cross: He was wrong as ypsmnal!
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The CHAIRMAN: OQrder! The member
for Avon will kindly address the Chair.

Mr. BOYLE: One great factor with which
we have to contend today is the migration
of farmers from the land. Farmers in this
State are abandoning their holdings. Year
after year we have an appalling list of
thousands of farmers who have left their
holdings. They do not all leave for economic
reasons, not by any means. I have on my
files letter after letter from fathers and
mothers in agricultural aveas who say they
cannot allow their children to be debarred
from securing an equal opportunity with
other children of the State. An American
edueationist has deseribed the position very
well indeed. He referred to education in
city centres as opportunity plus, and to
education in country cenires as opportunity
minus. That sums up the position. The
average person prefers to have his children
in places where there is opportunity plus;
farmers in this State and also country resi-
dents are compelled to put up with oppor-
tunity minus. I make no apology for taking
up the time of the House.

I wish to refer to the provision made for
scholarships, It is based upon most inequit-
able grounds. A eouniry child winning a
scholarship and whose father has an income
of £300 or more, cannot take up the scholar-
ship. I know of a man who was earning a
little more than £300 per annum—not much
more, £350 to £400 a year. One of his sons
won a scholarship. There were eight chil-
dren in the family, but in deciding the
question of granting the scholarship, no
deduction from his yearly income was
made for his children. From an ' in-
eome tax point of view, he was practically
tax free; but from an edueational point of
view, his position was such that his child
was denied the scholarship. *Had the child
been his only child, the disahility would net
have been so great: but this man as T have
satd had eight children, one of whom hy
winning a scholarship had a chance to he-
eome something better than the person men-
tioned by the member for Bunbury—a hewer
of wood and a drawer of water. The parent
had to obtain a certificate from the Taxation
Department as to his income. The certificate
showed that he was in receipt of about £350
a vear, and so his echild was prevented
from taking up the scholarship. That is not
a course which the Government of this
country should pursue. Every encourage-
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ment should be given to people who have
large familics; we should do our hest to
assist such people. Yet this stupid regula-
tion penalised a man and a wife who had
done their duty.

I shal! not ask the Minister to provide am
agrienltural college, but I draw his attention
to the fact that at Merredin we have prae.
tically no facilities for higher education.
The loeal schoolmaster—-a most estimable
man—undertakes to coach childven fFor
the junior examination. His work is
done under difficulties in a wretched room.
I do not know what his pereentage of passes
is; if any of his scholars passed at all, it
would be =a ftribute to himself and the
scholars. We have a research station at
Merredin, an ontstanding State farm with
ample aceommodation. Why net adopt the
Queensland  systom of farm  scholarships?
Under that svstem boys ave sent to country
training eentres of that type. The Govern-
ment allows them £33 per year and travelling
expenses to and fro; and the passing of an
examinntion is not essential. As long as a
certificate is obtained from a headmaster
that the boy is of good character, scholastic
standurds arc overlooked. The result is that
these children get an oapportunity that is
lacking in Western Australia.  We could
adopt such a system at the research form at
Merredin. There is an excellent school 2%
miles awayv: the children could eyele to this
school to receive part-time instruction and
could then evele to the farm to reecive prae-
tical training for the remainder of the time.
Tn that way we could get trained agrienl-
turists, and fhe nced for them is greater
than we think. Today our farmers are
mostly old people. Young people will
not work on farms in Western Australia
today., Why should they, with the miserable
standard of conditions now prevailing?
T could take members to any part
of my district and guarantee fhey would
find that the average age of men working
on farms is nearer 60 than 40. The young
people in most cases have left hecause farm-
ing offers nothing to them. So the need for
trained, eduncated help is greater than most
people think. We also have stations at Tardun
and Waorribee besides other places, bub
these are mostly for orphans, who really in
the long run are better off than are the chil-
dren of our poverty-stricken farmers. Those
orphans know nothing of the misery that
some eountry children have te endure. Thal
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is why country children go to places where
they can earn a few shillings, and such
places are usually industrial centres. I
think the Minister has an idea that we on
this side of the House are speaking against
the clock, but that is entirely wrong.

The CHAJRMAN: I suggest the hon.
member stick to the Estimates.

Mr. BOYLE: Unfortunately the Minister
for the North-West is only deputising for
the Minister for Edueation. T should like
the Minister for the North-West to have
complate control of the department. I know
that ‘does not rest with him, but in him I
think we would hgve a sympathetic Minis-
ter. If he had control of that department
be would make a name for himself that
wounld ring down the ages. T hope he will
use his influence with the Minister for Edu-
cation. He is a country representative him-
s¢lf; he comes from the North-West, a land
of wide open spaces, and like other mem-
hers has to face diffienlties with regard to
education in his clectorate. Those difficul-
ties ecould be and must be overcome. It is
disappointing for ns to come here year after
vear and find that we have made no further
progress towards the realisation of our aims.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.31]: First
of a1 T should like to eongratulate the Dir-
ector of Education on the general progress
made in his department. The annnal re-
port snbmitted to hon. members contains
a wealth of information; in faet it is a
record of progress of which any State might
well be proud, The great difficulty that has
existed for as long as I ean remember has
heen that of finance: but there is no limit to
the enthusiasm of those carrying out the
work of the department. The teachers are
ready to continue their activities long affer
school hours. Their efforts in this direction
are worthy of the greatest acknowledgment.
Few people engaged in any other skilled call-
ing show such real interest and sineerity in
their work as are exhibited by the teachers.
Becanse of that, we are under a heavy debt
of gratitude to them. The work done ont-
side school hours hy the teachers is so ex-
tensive as to constitute a record which I
dare say is uneqnalled in any other pro-
fession.

I wish to thank the Minister for the prae-
tical help he is giving to the junior farmers’
movement. He has made available the ser-
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vices of Mr. Murray Little, who has shown
himself to be thoroughly practical in bis
ideas and who is doing a tremendous amount
of work. TIf there is auy effort that will pre-
vent the declining interest in farming re-
ferred to by the member for Avon (Mr.
Bovle), it is the junior farmers’ movement,
and T hope the work of that movement will
he extended.

I wish also to refer to the consolidation
of schools. I know there is not complete
enthusiasm in rerard to this matter on the
part of mony parents, but as the idea is
more widely understood, I believe the con-
solidation of sehoolz will beecome more popu-
lar. Tt stands to reazon that where there arc
many small schools in each of which depen-
dence must he placed upon one teacher, the
task of that teacher is a physical impos-
sihility. Generally, the eonsolidated schools
have made for more cfficient education, and
the time is not far distant when their estab-
lishment throughout country districts will be
gencerally supported. The adoption of radie
in thr schools is proving a valuable innova-
tion, although all the progress hoped for
hos not heen achieved. Those who teach
through the radie must possess what can be
fairly termed radio personality, and the art
of speech as applied to lessons over the air
must be developed, Another new activity
of the Education Department is the safety-
first instruetion being given in the schools.
This is a most useful departure. In Perth
there nre eross-walks in every street of any
importance. I consider that if anything is
inclined to lead people into danger it is the
existence of those eross-walks, because when
our citizens go to other States they are apt
to be run over because the same system is
not in such strict operation there.

Progress is being made in the provision of
school libraries, and I am glad to know that
technieal works are being included in the
volumes supplied to the various schools.
That is a wise procedure and one that mast
e of great advantage to the scholars, and
especially those in agrienltural distriets who
are thus able to secure information about
the speeial industries on which their living
will depend. The reorganisation of the
travelling libraries is to be applauded. So
far as I ean ascertain, well-balanced boxes
of books—fietion, technical and edurational
are sent out to the schools. That is
as it should be. Given the time and the
opportunity to read the literature provided,
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those participating in the scheme must find
it extremely helpful. I would like a course
of addresses or lectures of particular in-
terest to orchardists, to be given in the fruit
distriets.

I desire now to read two short extracts
from the report of the Superintendent of
Technical Education. One is headed “Com-
monwealth Grant for Unemployment” and
reads as follows:—

An amount of £14,000 was pranted to the
State in 1937/38, of which £7,000 was made
available for the Perth Techaical College,
£6,000 to be wsed for building purposes. It
i3 not known how much of the 1938/39 grant,
when made, will be available. Tt is expeeted
that the amount in hand will be cxpended on
new Dbuildings on the Mount’s Bay-road
frontage.

The other paragraph is headed “Royal Com-
mission on Youth Employment and Appren-
ticeship” and is as follows:—

During 1938 the Royal Conunissioner isseed
his repert and recommendations. Many of
these recommendations have an important
bearing on the future of technical education
and the training of workers for and in in-
dustry. When funds are available, many of
the Royal Commission’s recommendations will
be carried out with advantage to the State.

There is ne doubt that effect should be
given to those recommendations. With re-
gard to the former paragraph, the Com-
monwealth grant should be used for the
purpose of imparting the necessary skilled
training, Vocational fraining is of great
importance to the youth of this State but
unfortunately many of them are not given
an opportunity to obtain jt. Certainly
there are self-supporting classes at the
Technical College but unless o lad is an
apprentice he is, in the case of other
classes, denied the right of enrolment.
In the first instance he is not able
to secure the advantages of apprentice-
ship and in the second place, not being an
apprentice, he is nof permitfed to attend
the technieal sehools.

In conclusion I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister to the need for a school
at Stoneville which is on the Eastern Gold-
ficlds ling three or four miles from Mundar-
ing. Perbaps that work is contemplated,
but if not, the eonsolidation of the Mun-
daring schools might receive consideration.
I feel proud of the progress made by the
department and while the additional
amount of £12,000 provided on the Esti-
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mates is not a large sum, it does indicate
the desire of the Government to do what is
possible with the limited funds at its dis-
posal.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiacoy
[10.41]: Tt i1s said that brevity is the soul
of wit and I think that in politicians it is
the soul of commonsense. I shall there-
fore say only a few sentences. I have no
intention of asking the Government to do
this, that or the other thing, knowing full
well it has not the money available. I do
intend, however, to ask the Government to
do something that will not require expendi-
ture. I request that sehodl grounds be kept
open until 6 o’cloek at night, so that child-
ren may have organised games thereon

until that hour. We have a Physical
Fitness League that could wundertake
such a scheme. Older boys and girls

could help to organise games and kecp
the younger children in order. The school
grounds would provide a better playing
area for the children than do the streets.
Secondly, I think some schools might be
kept open in the evening for the holding
of technieal classes. Many children in the
outlying suburbs eannot possibly go to the
cenfral technical school for further eduea-
tion, but if some of the schools in those
suburbs were kept open at night, the children
might there receive the training they de-
sire. I hope these requests will be brought
to the notice of the responsible Minister.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. M. Coverlev—Kimber-
ley-—in reply) [10.43]: I do not intend to
reply to the varions requests made by hon.
members. Two or three speakers said they
thought someone ¢n this side of the House
was uneasy abomt the length of their
speeches. So far as I am ceoncerned, they
can talk all night because the more they
speak the more T shall be able to learn. I
have taken note of some of the important
requests made and will place them before
the Minister concerned.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Police, £259,700:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon., A. A, M. Coverley—Kimber-
ley) [10.45]: The Police Department is not
nnder my control, but it is my pleasing duty
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to present these Estimates on hehalt of the
Chief Secretary for the consideration of the
Committee. The information I have to pre-
sent is to the effect that the expenditure of
this department iz showing a slight increase.
A proportion of that is due to Arbitration
Cowrt awards, ete. The activitics of the de-
partment have become greater, as is the case
with other departments, and the expenditure
during the year has also increased. Arrange-
ments have been made for members of the
C.I.B. to visit country towns, such as Ger-
aldton, and there to deliver lectures on detec-
tion, the investigation of ¢rime, and on gen-
eral criminal procedure. It was found ad-
visable for a woman constable to visit Ger-
aldton, Bunbury and Northam. Five women
constables are now employed by the depart-
ment, and are doing good work amengst the
female seciion of the community. A plain
clothes constable hranch has been appointed
to attend to breaches under the Gaming Aect,
and the Licensing Act. Members of that
staff do nothing but attend to offences
against the gaming laws in country districts
as well as in the mefropolitan area. Part of
their duty also is to attend to liguor inspee-
tions, which entail a great deal of work.
There are 916 licenses in operation under
the Licensing Act, and of these 386 are pub-
lican’s general licenses; 120 are gallon lic-
enses; 110 are billiard-table licenses: 63 are
wayside-house licenses; and 52 are licenses
for the sale of Australian wines, No less
than 780 inspections of liquor were made,
and two convictions were obtained for false
trade descriptions, and one for the adultera-
tion of liquor. The activities of the depart-
ment in connection with the weights and
measures legislation have considerably in-
creased. The number of traders’ premises
visited during the year was 167, and 12,354
packages were examined, of which 1,138
were incorrect. The Firearms Act has
brought a lot of extra work into the depart-
ment. The use of small-bore rifles in nrban
districts of the metropolitan area, and also
of air rifles, is giving the depariment grave
concern with respect to their indiseriminate
use by youths at week-ends. The Traffie
Act is also administered by the Police De-
partment and entails a considerable amount
of work. It is imperative that additional
motor-eycle patrols should be employed in
the control and regulation of traffic. At
present, with the sparse stafl employed,
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only the fringe of this work receives atten-
tion. The department would like to give far
more attention to this particnlar branch,
Salaries and allowances make up a big pro-
portion of the increased expenditure of the
department. Under this head the expendi-
ture Jast year was £229,460, made up of sal-
aries £195,560, and allowances £33,900. The
difference between last year’s expenditare of’
£255,354 and this year's estimate of £229,460
is made up of basic wage increases of £1,600
and grade inereases of £2400. Additional
duties have been cast upon the department
during the last 12 months because of its
work in connection with the Weights and
Measures Aet, the Traffic Act and the Gam-
ing Act. The department has taken on 20
recrnits, and it is hoped they will be ready
in a few months to strengthen the staff. I
will guote a short extract from the last an-
nual report of the Commissioner of Police,
dealing with gaming activities, for the reason
that the department has continually been
ceritieised on this subject. For the 12 months
ended the 30th .June, 1939, in the Perth
area the fines inflicted on S.P. Gookmakers
in connection with shop and street bhetting
amounted to £21,182 an inerease of £5,324
commpared with the previous year. The nom-
ber of prosecutions was 557. The depart-
ment also pays attention fo the countiry dis-
triets, and I could read a long list of the
towns visited and the convietions obtained.
If members desire te be further enlightened
on this subject, the report is available on
the Table of the House. Most members will
agree that our police force is an efficient one.
I have pleasure in submitting the Estimates.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[10.50] : I do not intend to say mach on this
Vote, but cannot refrain from asking the
Minister how it iz he has not clased the
starting price bookmakers' shops. We have
had them in our midst for many vears, and
they are increasing in nuwmber. I cannot
understand why the Commissioner of Police
has not c¢leaned them all up. We know that
the fines have heen inereased in some in-
stances, but that is not sufficient. The men
concerned should be put into gaol, in which
event we would soon find that the shops
would be eclosed. Tt is a disgraceful thing
that the sale of lottery tiekets in these shops
iz allowed. This means that it is possible
for a eontract to he made between the Lot-
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teries Commission, representing the Govern-
ment. and the shops that are carrying on
this illicit business. Fully 90 per eent. of
the hetting shops in the metropolitan area
are selling lottery tickets. That is certainly
a disgrare. I feel that the whole business is
most demoralising for the youths and young
preople of this country. Tt is a demoralising
thine that the Police Department and the
Government should he willing to allow these
conditions to exist. I assure the Minister
and the Commissioner that if T were either
one ar the other for three weeks, not one of
these places would exist any longer,

MER. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
[10.53] : The matter to which I wish to refer
is one that scems to me completely appro-
priate to the Police Department Vote. T
wish to deal with the remarks made by a
member of this Chamber, under cover of
privilege. The privilege we enjoy is some-
thing that should not be abused, something
we should he proud of, and, when it is
ahused, attention should be drawn to it.
Memhers are required at all times to be very
careful of such of their remarks as are
likely dcetrimentally to affeet other people.
Of conrse, there are occasional lapses. One
sneh lapse ocearred in this Chamber ahout
a monfh ago when the member for Victoria
Park (Mr. Raphael), probably without real-
ising that he was in any way being nnfair,
during a discussion brought up by the
memher for East Perth (Mr. Hughes), said
things ahout Mr. John Stratton that sug-
rested the latter had bheen guilty of mis-
demeanounrs. Tt is fair and proper that the
other side of the question should be submit-
ted to the Chamnber; atherwise definite harm
wight be done to the gentleman in question.

The CHAIRMAN : There is no vote deal-
Ing with Mr. Stratton.

Mr. DONEY: I imagine no vote could he
more appropriate than this for a matter
snch as the one I desive to discuss, affecting
s it does the legality, the propriety, or the
«onduaet of a member of the House,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
nnt proceed along those lines.

Mr. DONEY: Will the Chairman tell me
under what vote this matter ean better be
dizeussed ?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member may
{ake an opportunity to diseuss it in connee-
tion with the appropriate vote, hut we are
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now dealing with the activities of the Police
Department only.

Mr. DONEY : Ts not the way open for a
gencral diseussion on police matiers?

The CHAIRMAN: Not for a discussion
on Mr, Stratton, or any member of the
Chamber.

Mr. DONEY: I should like to know what
opportunity I may have for discussing this
matter. I regurd this as an appropriate
opportunity. In the eivenmstances, I shall
have to dissent from the Chairman’s ruling.

Dissent from Chairman’s Ruling.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member
put his dizsent in writing?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

The Chairman having stated the dissent,

Mr. Doney: By reference to the note from
me that you have, setting out the grounds
for the dissent, you will sce, Mr. Speaker,
that [ elaim the question I wish to diseuss is
appropriate to the Vote under consideration,
in that the eharges 1 was dealing with were
advanced hy the member for Vietoria Park
during a dizenssion regarding betting trans-
actions. Those charges related to matters
that could casily lead to polies action. [ do
not say that they would, but that iz at least
conveivable. T do not desire to place the
menther for Vietoria Park in a false position,
but hecause | considered that a man against
whom the charges were levelled under the
privilege of this House should at least have
his casc stated before members, T proposed
to do no more than give such facts as I he-
lieve to be correct and have a direct bearing
on the charges made by the hon. member. I
do not allege against him, nor do I think
he would find in what I propose to say any
such suggestion that he desired to misrepre-
sent the position to the House, but rather
that he had been given certain information
which he found himself conveying to mem-
bers. T consider thal matter appropriate to
the vote under discussion,

Mr. Maxrshall: By no possible stretch of
imagination can any mcmber really believe
that ntterances made by a certain member
several wecks ago, which had no reference
whatever to the Police Department or its
administration, could be replied to during
the discussion on the Police Vote. The state-
ments to which the member for Williams-
Narrogin desired to reply, wore made during
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the course ol the debate on a motion moved
by the member for East Perth regarding the
control of racing. The member for Williams-
Narrogin imagined he was entitled to raise
the guestion at this stage and reply on be-
half of Mr, Stratton. If the hon. member
wishes to discuss that matter, he can do so
by means of a rmotion, but the Estimates do
not provide liin with an epportunity to com-
ment upon the attitude of the member for
Victorin Park.

Mr. Raphael: The remarks I made were
on the motion moved by the member for East
Perth and conveyed no suggestion whatever
that there was anything crooked regavding
the administration of the Police Department
or about any single member of the police
forece. They contained definite allegations of
crookedness regarding the administration of
T. .J. Stratton in conneetion with frotting.

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member
is getting away from the subject.

Mr. Raphael: T shall link up the two.

My, Speaker: Order! The hon. member is
not in wrder in discussing such matters on
a motion to disagree with the ruling of the
Chairman of Committees.

Mr. ltephael: I would be quite satisfied
with that in other cirenmstances. Later on,
T will reiterate what I said, and will add a
lot more to the statements 1 made before.
T will give the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin an opportunity to defend the man he
wishes to stick up for here.

Mr. Speaker: OFf course I must rule in
favour of the Chairman of Committees. The
memhber for Williams-Narrogin was not in
order in disenssing the position of Mr.
Stratton or of anyone else on the Police Esti-
mates. I have no option but to upheld the
Chairman’s ruling.

Mxr. Raphael : That is what the member for
Williams-Narrogin thinks! Sinee I made
the statements in Parliament they have been
sending me letters and threatening my life,
and that is the sort of person that he stands
up for.

Mr. Dopey: I shall have to appeal to you,
Mr. Speaker, to proteet the House, not so
much myself—

Commitlee Resumed.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member may resume his seat.
to that matter.

The hon.
I will attend
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Mr. Doney: I will not stand for that.
My, Raphael: That is the lype of man—

The CHATRMAN: Order! If the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park wishes to remain in
the Chamber, he must ohey instructions from
the Chair.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.7]:
I have complained from time to time about
the lack of police protection for the Bays-
water distriet.  For many vears, the loeal
authorvities have raised the question and
have advocated the provision of a police
station at Bayswater. T have made repre-
sentations to the Commissioner of Police
and have. by interviews aixl correspondence,
placed the matter hefore varicus Ministers.
Gonerally the reply T received was that
while the establishment of a police station in
the Bayswater distviet was neeessary, funds
were not available for the purpose. A few
weeks ago a further complaint from the
local authorities was received, and again
they nrged that more adequate police protee-
tion should he made available. At present
the distriet is patrolled hy policemen on
motor ¢xeles.  On Saturday nights and when
danees are conducted in the loeal hall, com-
wlaints have been lodged on account of the
manner in which a number of young fellows
conduet  themsclves.  Recently the win-
dows of the loeal town hall were
smashed and the hall itself was hroken
into. Another matter affecting the May-
lands district, as well as my own dis-
triet, is the need for the establishment of
a poliee station at Maylands. This matter
was considered snme years ago, when it was
proposed to transfer the Highgate Hill
police station to Maylands. A site was
secured at Maylands and I understand the
intention was to proceed with the construe-
tion of a police station. Nothing has been
done, however, and the time bas arrived
when the matter should receive attention.
The adjoining district of Bassendean has a
pelice station, and so have Guildford and
Midiand Junction. Bayswater is a large,
geattered distriet, and the people residing
there are entitled to that protection
afforded to people in other districts,

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [11.11]: ¥
do not intend to detain the Committee nn-
duly. T support the remarks of the mem-
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ber for Middle Swan, Necessity exists for
the supply of police protection at Ingle-
‘wood, Replying to an interjeetion by the
member for Perth (Mr. Needham), I sav
the people of Maylands ave no more unrnly
than are the people in the distriet which he
represents.  Represcatations
made to the Minister to provide a station
in the  densely  populated area whieh,
as the member for Middle Swan said.
38 now almost dependent upon a motor
exele  patrol. In view of the large
area  of the district and its rapid
growth, the present service from the May-
fands station has heeome entirely inadequate.
In reply to the last request made by the
loeal authority, the Minister said that while
he recognised the urgency of the matter,
funds were not available. In view of the
fact that a site has heen aequired at Ingle-
wood, T urge the Government te give con-
sideration to this matter at an early date.
Despite the fact that other urgent repre-
sentations have heen made to the Govern-
ment, this particular matter is, as was
indicated by the member for Middie Swan,
so urgent as to warrant its receiving early
and favourable consideration,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [11.13]: The
councilors of Claremont have been exer-
cised for some considerable time ahout the
expenditure ineurred in collecting traffic
fees. They have asked several guestions and
‘made statements in the eouncil chamber at
Claremont, and I have endeavoured to aseer-
tain on their behalf from the Minister what
the cost of collecting the traffic fees is. The
Claremont Counecil thinks that the Police
Department receives a commission, amount-
ing to £16,000 or £18,000, for collecting trat-
fic fees which the councillors scem to think
s devoted to the Police Department. The
Govermnent has indicated, however, if not
dirvectly then indirectly, that the £16,000 or
£18,000 is paid into revenue, and that the
Minister determines the actnal amount which
the Police Department is to rveceive for its
work. I would he pleased if the Minister
would furnish a statement explaining
-exactly what is done in this respect, hecanse
it is unpleasant that loeal anthorities shonld
eriticise public expenditure, Nor is it plea-
sant that a couneil like the Claremont Coun-
¢il should be demanding police patrol with
a view to minimising the risk of aceident on

have besn’
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the Stirling Highway. As far as the coun-
cillors are aware, money is available for
that purpose, and they consider they have a
claim to some portion of it for extra police
patrol.

The other matter I desire to stress is that,
unfortunately, as the years pass, larrikins
on the sea front arc still causing damage to
publie conveniences and dressing rooms,
cspecially the ladies’ dressing rooms. These
are damaged and their appearance spoilt.
Neither the police nor the wardens seem able
to cheek this vandalism, I hope additional
constables will be appointed with a view to
bringing these larrikins to hook,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[11.15] : I desire to ask the Minister whether
the police forece is much below its proper
strength at the present time.

The Premier: Very little.

Mr. MeLARTY: I think it is somewhat
helow its proper strength,

The Premier: No.  Many special con-
stables arc doing work for defence purposes.

Mr. McLARTY: I am glad to have that
information from the Premier. In a time
such as the present, when the nation is at
war, the police foree should he kept up to
fall strength. T know that applications have
been made by counbry residents for addi-
tiona! poliee protection which they are un-
able to obtain. The Commissioner’s reply
is that he has no men to spare, and he gave
as his reason that the foree was not up fo
full strength.

Vote—Crown Lmw Offices, £88,790:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
F. Nulsen—Kanowna} [11.16]: This is my
initintion tfonight as far as the Estimates are
concerned.  The older one gets, the greater
fhe number of new matters he comes in econ-
tact with. The revenue to he derived by this
department from all sources, namely pro-
hat?, law courts, Land Titles and Crown
Law departmental reimbursements, ete., is
estimated al £277,000, compared with an
actual revenue of £250,958 for 1938-39. The
rstimate represents an inerease of £26,042,
which is all expected from probate duties.
The following table shows the position under
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th.e respeetive revenue headings, compared
with the actual results of 1938-39:—

Collec- Ese
—_— tions, | timate, To- De-
1838-30. 1039-40.] crease. [ cremase.
£ £ £ £
Probute ... 123,708 | 150,000 | 26,202
Law Courts—
Judicial fines and
leey wo | 54,004 1 54,000 4
Local Court fees ... 0,470 9,500 21
Supreme Court fees | 24,675 | 25,000 az25
Crown Law Depart-
ment .., 0,787 8,600 1,287
Lapd Titles . | 20,215 | 30,000 783
250,058 | 277,000 | 27,338 1,291

Net Tocresse—£26,042,

When the Budget was introdueed it was an-
nounced that an additional £35,000 was
expected from probate duty as the result
of amending legislation. That amount was
based on the original departmental estimate
of £115,000, not on last vear's collections,
which, owing to the inelusion of several
large estates, was exceptionally high. Since
the Estimates were prepared one or two
large estates have been submitted for assess-
ment and althongh these will not he subject
to the inereased rates, the duty payahle will
he substantial. No difficulty should be ex-
perienced in collecting the amount estimated.
“The estimate of receipts from the law courts
is £88,500. Last year’s collections amounted
to £88,158. These collections are the result
of the activities of the police courts and
local courts and also the Supreme Court,
and depend entirely on the volume and

nature of the work handled. Of the
amount estimated it is expeeted that
the: police courts will produce 61 per

cent.,, the local courts 11 per ceni, and
the Supreme Court 28 per cent. Judicial
fines have shown a gradual increase over
recent years, but it is not expected
that last vear's collection will be ex-
coeded. The Estimate for the Crown Law
Department is £8,500. Last year's collee-
tions totalled £9,787. The anticipated redue-
tion in the revenue when eompared with last
vear's eollections is due fo a decrease of
approximately £1,000 in the amount to be
escheated to the Crown hy the Curator of
Intestate Esiates. The amounts so escheated
are those which remain unclaimed at the ex-
piration of a peried of six years. There is
liftle variation in the other revenue items
and this year it is expected that the esti-
(4]
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mates will be produced in Ihe following

mapner - —

£

Escheats .. .. o .. 4,600
Commonwealth Bank Havings Bank

hranches . . 870

Bankrupicy services 738

Other profit costs 1,100

Miscellancous 1,142

£5,500

The Land Titles estimate is £30,000 and
last year’s collections totalled £29,215. The
estimate was framed under normal condi-
tions and it was then considered that £30,000
was a reasonable expectation, Heal estate
activitics are, however, very susceptible to
violent changes in the ordinary life of the
community and war or depression econdi-
tions immediately produce an adverse effect.
The collections for September were approxi-
mately £400 below those of September, 1938.
1t is, therefore, possible that the estimate
may not be realised, but on the other hand
a reduction in the expenditure of the Land
Titles office may be effected.

With regard to expenditure in the Crown
Law Department the estimate is £88,790 as
compared with £89,137 last year. Salaries
paid last year tofalled £70,226 and the esti-
mate this wvear s £74,540. The increase
of £4314 is due chiefly to hasic wage
adjustments and statutory increases pay-
able to a large number of officers.
The amount does not include arrears of
salary, paid since the preparation of the
estimates, as the result of Appeal Board
decisions and which will eost several hun-
dred pounds. There has been no great in-
crease Iin the staff but for the time being
an additional magistrate is chargeable to
our vote. Stipendiary magistrates are paid
by the Treasury Department, the cost heing
debited to “special Act” expenditure, bat
those appointed under the Publie Serviee
Aect are paid hy the Crown Law Depart-
ent.

With regard to contingencies, an amount
of £150 is set aside for law hooks
as against an expenditure Tast year of £134.
Prior to the depression approximately £300
was paid annually for the purpose of keep-
ing the Crown Law Library as up to date
as possiblee. The sum now provided is
hardly adequate and barely covers the cost
of those hooks that are absolutely essential.
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Last year an amount of £4,258 was provided
for incidental expenses as against £4,600
this year, The amount asked for has been
apportioned in the following manner:—

£

Postage 975
Telephones 850
Travelling .. 1,600
Water, fuel and hght . 243
&tdtlouer\' stores, efc. 655
Mileage to Police Depaltnwm 100
Misectaneous . 115

Total £4,600

-

These arve essentinl services chargenble direct
to the departmental vote. The difference
between the estimate and last year’s expen-
diture is the provision for a cash register
at the Land Titles Office. The amount was
provided last year by the Treasury but was
not expended.

The cstimate for elections is £3,000 as
compared with £8,163 last year. The high
expenditure last year was due fto the gene-
ral election. This year’s provision is to cover
the eost of the Council election to he held
in May, 1940 and any by-election that may
be necessary. Tneidental expenditnre and
the wages of temporary officers conneeted
with the Electoral Department are also paid
from thig vote, but the salaries of prrmanent
officers are paid from the general salaries
vote. The expenditure in conneetion with
inquests was £2,032 last vear and the esti-
mate is £2.000 for this vear. That is based
on last vemr’s expenditure, although of re-
eent years thera has been a gradual inerease
in the eost of this sevviee. This ean mainly
he attribufed to the increase in motor acei-
dents with fatal results. The expenditure
is quite heyond departmental eontrol and is
governed by the number and nature of the
vases handled.

On law reporting £200 was spent last
vear and the same amount is provided this
vear. The figure is eonstant and covers the
cost of supplying quarterly 100 copies of
the “W.A. Law Reports.” This work is done
under contract. Tast vear £3,767 was ex-
pended on witnesses and jurors as compared
with an estimate fhis vear of £3,800. This
item igalso heyond departmental control, de-
pending entirely on the activities of the
various eourts. The heaviest expenditure is
associated with the Criminal Court. On ecir-
cuit conrts £61 was expended last vear and
the estimate for this vear is £100. The pro-
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vision is to cover the cost of circuif work
undertaken by the variows judges. It was
anticipated last year that the appointment
uf an additional judge would somewhat in-
crease the travelling on cireuit work but the
retirement of onc of the senior judges has
probably lessened that possibility, Although
not fully expended, the amount provided
last vear, namely £104, has again been asked
for,

In yespect of awards and law costs an
amount of £200 is provided as against an
expenditure last year of £163. There is
likely to be a substantial increase in ex-
penditure ehargeable to this item. Tt has
alvendy been necessary  to brief ontside
eounsel to conduet the Criminal Sessions be-
canse of the absence of the Crown Prose-
cutor while undergoing military training.
For the same reason it will he necessary to
obtain outside assistance for portion of the
Qctober and November sessions. For the
defence of destitute persons £100 is provided
as against an expenditure of £131 last
vear. The provision covers the cost of legal
assistance under the Poor Persons Tegal
Assistance Aet, Tast vear’s expenditure was
higher than that of previous vears owing to
assistance having heen granted in divoree
actions. Several such actions were dealt
with during the early part of this finaneial
vear hut owing to the financial situation
assistance of this kind has heen diseontinued
for the time heing,

A snm of £100 has been provided in re-
spoct of Native Conrt Administration which
is provided for by Section 63 of the Native
Administration Aet. 1905-36. Expenditure
in this direetion was first ineurred in
1937-38, the amount involved bheing £90.
Last vear there was very little aetivity in
native courts and only £2 was expended. Tt
is difficult to estimate this item with any
degree of aeenracy hut £100 should he
ample provision.

The tevenue tp he obtained from liquor
licenses is expected to amount to £80,000
as aeainst collections last wvear totalling
£77.071. This income is derived from tha
following sourees:—

(a)} Minimum annual fees (Section 72 of

the Licensing Aet).

{(h) Five per cent, and 6 per cent. addi-
tional fecs (Sections 73 and 201 of
the Licensing Act).

{¢) Preminms payable on the granting of
new liecenses.
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It is expected that premiums this yeay will
amount te approximately £2,500 and there
i5 noe reason to anficipate a business decline
sulicient materially to affect the percentage
fees. From other licenses it is expected
that £1,400 will be derived as against £1,390
last year. This revenue is collected in the
form of employment brokers’ and billiard
saloon Jicense fees. There is no great
fluctuation from year fo year. On the
expenditure side, salaries are estimated
at £2,830 compared with £2,787 expended
last year. The item covers salaries
payable to members of the Licensing Court,
one clerk and one typist. The small increase
provided is to meet additional payments due
to the officers. The incidental vote is £250
compared with an expenditure last year of
£280. Praetically the whole of this amount
is to defray the cost of travelling hy mem-
bers of the Licensing Court. A substantial
portion represents a transfer to the Railway
Department for fares incurred.

Vote put and passed.

Fotes—Licensing, £3,080; Native Affairs,
£39,000—agreed to.

Vote—Harbour and Light and Jetlies,
£38,490: .

Mr. HILL: I reccived word to-day that
the Naval authorities have taken over the
tug “Bonthorpe.” 1 understand she is to
leave Albany, and this means there will be
no tug at the port. I appeal to the Govern-
ment to take steps to ensure that there is a
tug at the port. This is a matter that the
State Government should take up with the
Commonwealth Government, because the fug
is needed not only by the shipping com-
panies but also to maintain ecommunication
with the lighthouses. Last year Albany was
the only port that made ends meet, and in
asking for Government assistance in the
shape of a tug, we are only asking a fair
thing.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Fisheries, £6,500;
generally, £200—agreed to.
Public Utilities:

Votes—Goldfields Water Supply under-
taking, £132,266; Kalgoorlie Abattoirs,
£4,042; Metropolitan Abatloirs and Sale
Yards, £32,750—agreed to.

Vote—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage, and Drainage Department, £32,250:

Mr. SAMPSON : T wish to place on record
my appreciation of the work of the ex-
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under secretary of the department, Mr. G.
H. W. Long, who recently vacated the posi-
tion en reaching the retiring age. Nobody
can say that Mr. Long ever failed to do his
work with thoroughness. His enthusiasm for
and interest in his work were such that he
was good cnough on a number of oecasions,
to accompany me info my elecforate and
view the opportunities that existed for the
extension of water supply. Such thorough-
ness, enthusiasm, capacity and courtesy
constitnte a complete answer to the jibe one
sometimes hears about public servants. I do
not agree that those jibes are justified in any
case, but Mr. Long has left a wonderful re-
cord of which hiz department might well be
proud.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Other  Hydroulic Undertakings
chargeable to Revenue, £59,933—agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.
+ 1. Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
2, Reserves {No. 3).

3, Licensing Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OTFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying thai it insisted on its amend-
ment to which the Assembly had disagreed.

MOTION —PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motien by the Minister for Lands, re-
solved—

That se mueh of the Standing Orders be
suspended as i8 necessary to enable a motion

to be eonsidered in connection with the ap-
pointment of a commitiee.

To Inquire by Jomt Commitiee.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. F.
J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [11.39]: I move—

That a committee of three members of each
House of Parliament be appointed io consider
alternative sites for the erection of publie
buildings for the accommodation of the
Public Serviee; that the committee have
power to sit on days on which the Houses
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stand adjourned, to call for papers and ex-
amine witnesses, and to report to His Ex-
celleney she Lieut.-Governor; the members
of the Legislative Assembly to be Messrs.
McDonald, Styants and the mover.

This is a matter of great wurgency.
This House considered very fully proposals
submitted by the Government in connection
with sites for public buildings, The Govern-
ment brought down a separate Bill to deal
with a particular site, and that measure has
been defeated by the Legislative Counecil.
The Government has been very earnest in
its endeavour to cope with this very pressing
problem. The problem of the Titles Office
is particularly urgent. The situation there
in regard to the housing and protection of
very valuable documents referring to the
land transactions of the State is specially
dangerous. As all members know, the Agri-
cultural Department is also in a very bad
way. The first opportunity should be taken
for both Houses to confer, and take advan-
tage of the knowledge of trained officers of
different departments fo acquire all possible
information and recommend a site which, in
the view of the ecommittee, after consultation
with all the authorities, should he the one
on which fo proceed.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [1141]: T
shonld like to know what the effect of this
motion will be. Does it mean that after
Parliament has rejected a Bill three mem-
bers from each House are going to sit and
make a recommendation, and that the works
are going to be carried out on the strength
of that recommendation; or will the com-
mittee merely report back to Parliament?

The Minister for Lands: That is the posi-
tion; the committee will report to Parlia-
ment,

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for ILands,
ordered: That the resolution be transmitted
to the Legislative Counecil requesting the
appointment of three members »f that
Chamber to the committee,

BILL—FIREARMS AND GUNS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRE. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [11.43]:
I listened attentively to the speech of the
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Minister when moving the second reading of
the Bill, and it would appear to me that
most of the amendments sought to be made
to the Act are reasonable. Power fo deal
with the use of firearms by natives is to be
extended throughout the State. There can
be no serious ebjection to that. Some people,
however, object to the idea that they may not
supply 2 native with a firearm, and imagine
that will cause them inconvenience in that
the natives will not be able to kill foxes,
eagles and other vermin by means of such a
weapon. We must, however, consider the
danger of supplying natives with guns. We
eannot place as much reliance upon natives
when using firearms on stations, as we can
uponn the white people who are employed
there. The desire io confrol the use of air
guns is also reasonable. The airgun of fo-
day is a powerful weapon compared with
what it was when the pavent Aet was first
passed. Some of these guns are more power-
ful than is a pea rifle, far more powerful
than when the Act was passed in 1931. That
being so, they are very dangerous, partieun-
larly in erowded centres in the metropolitan
area. They are used by many people for
sport, such as the killing of rabbiis and
birds, and so on. They are also used ex-
tensively in the country for such purposes.
It is necessary to control their use, by youths
in particnlar. Nowadays numbers of men
in uniform, carrying rifles, are to be seen
about, and it is the desire of every lad to
have a gun. Many such guns are displayed
in the shop windows in Perth in readiness
for the Christmas season, and parenis may
easily be jrersuaded to buy one of them as
a present to a son. Now that it seems likely
these guns will at the request of the depart-
ment be brought under the Act not so many
will be sold, and that is all to the good. As
s consequence, hoys will be supplied with
some other toy that will not he so dangerous.
Another amendment provides that the poliee
shall have power to refuse a license to cer-
tain persons. That is reasonable. No one
knows better than do the pnlice the calibre
of the people who apply for licenses, and
we all realise that some persons shonld never
hr allowed to earry a firearm of any sort.
There can be no objection to that provision.
Another amendment gives power to a justice
to reduce fines. It was time such an amend-
ment to the Aet was made, and it should
have heen made at the time the Aet was
passed. Now that airguns are to he brought
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under the Act many juvenile offenders no
doubt will be dealt with. Most offences com-
mitted by juveniles will be looked upon as
trivial, and in such cases a fine of £10 wonld
be too great. Juslices would find it diffienlt
to deal with such juveniles, but the pro-
posal fo give them discretionary power as to
the penalty will adjust the situation, and
may be regarded as reasonable. The Aect,
when amended, will bring under control all
airguns and such other lethal weapons that
are in the hands of various people. It will
proteel the communite. The Poliee Depart-
ment will be able to say what persons =il
he licensed to earry firearms:, although we
have to admit that some people ought never,
under any conditions, he allowed to earry a
Jethal weapon. 1 sec no ohjection to the
Bill, and hope it will he allowed to go
thrcugh,
Question put and passed.

Bili recad a second time.

In Committee, Elc,

Bill passed through commitiee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read & third time and passed.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. H. Panton—TLeederville) [11.52] in mov-
ing the sccond reading said: This Bill has
been brought forward for the purpose of
amending Section 35 of the Friendly
Societies Aet, which was enacted during the
period of the last war in order to protect
the intcrests of members who were engaged
on active service. The proviso to that see-
tion sets out that ‘the committee of man-
agement of any society or branch may,
during the econtinuance of the present war
(i.e., 1914-1918) suspend or modify the
benefits of any member who is on active ser-
viee. . ... 7" As the existing provise oper-
ated durine the perind of the last war only,
it is now nbsolete and the friendly socielies
aceordinglyv desire to have a new piuviso
inserted. The Bill therefore provides that
the eommittee of management of any
society wmav. suhject to the approval of the
Registrar of Friendly Soecieties, suspend
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wholly or partly the eontributions ol any
member on active service. Similarly the
benefits may be suspended wholly or partly.
It iz obvious that the managing com-
mittees of the societies must have this
power to deal with the contributions and
benefits quite apart from the rules of the
societies themselves. Most of the societies
have only biennial meetings for the amend-
ment of rules, others have annual meetings;
but, in either case, toe long a period would
elapse if any emergeney arose, before it
could bhe dealt with by the societies.

Members will appreciate the necessity for
the proposed amendment. Tf the present
war were to eontinue for any length of time,
and the societics had not the power to sus-
pend or reduce contributions, then it is
fairly obvious that many of their members
enlisting for active serviee would he likely
to cease membership by reason of non-pay-
ment of dues. In any cuse, members on
active serviee will reccive their full mili-
tary pay during the period of any in-
eapacity, and they will therefore not require
sick pay from the societies. In the event
of death, a modified death benefit will be
paid to dependants; and after the period
of war or date of discharge, members will
refain all vights and privileges in the society
for full benefits.

The societies are taking stens to ensure
the provision of medical benefits for wives
and children of members on active service,
and require this legislation to enable them
to give the best poszible service to members
and dependants.

Anything that the committce of manage-
ment of any society may propose is sub-
ject to the approval of the Registrar, whose
duty it will be to protect the financial in-
terests of the societies. T feel sure that this
duty will he faithfully carried ont. I may
add that the first proviso was not enacted
until 1915. On this oceasion the societies
are taking time hy the forclock. I move:—

That the Bill he now read a sceond Lime.
MR. SAMPSON

move—
That the dehate be adiourned.

(Swan) [11.56]): 1t

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 admit that the Bill is
a very short measure, but I would have pre-
ferred to diseuss it with the grand secretar-
ies of certain friendly societies.
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The Minister for Health: The friendly
societies proposed this measure.

Mr, SAMPSON: Quite s0; I realise that’
However, adjournment of a debate in these
eircumstances is usually granted as a eour-
tesy. While the grand secretaries of differ-
ent friendly soeieties could see the Minister,
a representative of the Opposition has had
no epportunity of seeing them until the Bill
is introduced here. However, 1 do not raise
anv objection. The principles contained in
the measure will receive general support; in
fact, they will he welcomed by members of
friendly societies, without exception.

" The Premier: You ean go further and
say that the Bill has becn requested by
those members.

Mr. SAMPSON: As the Premicr remarks,
the measure has been introduneed at the re-
guest of the various societies, A very im-
portant phase of the Bill is that the opora-
tion of the amendment is subject to the
approval of the Registrar. The Registrar
wateches the interests of the various friendly
societies; and that being so, there can be no
objection. I support the seeond rending.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes, ete.

Bill passed through Committec withont de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—POLICE BENEFIT FUND
ABOLITION.

Council’'s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now

considered.

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill,
. Clause 3:—That the following be added
to the definition of ‘‘member of the police
force’’:—**The term also includes any per-
son who having, prior to the closing day,
been employed as a member of the police
force, and during sueh employment contri-
buted to the Police Benefit Fund, had prior
to the closing day been transferred to an-
other department-in the service of fhe
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State, and has not received any benefit from
the Police Benclit Fund under the Ordin-
anee and the regulations made thereunder.'’

The PREMIER: The amendment was
moved by the Minister in charge of the
Upper House and it was framed after zon-
sultation with those concerned. It pro-
teets the rights of certain members of the
police force who have been transferved to
the Public Service. Three former volice
officers have been transferred to the Traf-
fic Office and are now under the Public Ser-
vice Aet, While they served as members
of the police force, they acquired certain
rights by virtue of their contributions to
the Police Benefit Pund. Had the Bill been
agreed to in its original form ang iransfers
had been made retrospectively by the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner, the three officers
in guestion would have been deprived of
their rights. When the maiter was dis-
covered, negotiations were commeiieed by
the Police Union and, in consenuence, the
Minister agreed to take appropriste uction,
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to,

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message nccordingly returned to the
Council.

House adjourned of 12.3 am. (Thursday).



